




 

Growing up in Europe I had just a vague idea 

about what is celebrated in the USA on the fourth 

Thursday in November. Living now for a number of 

years on this side of Atlantic, I  have learned to 

appreciate all the richness of this holiday. 

 

Thanksgiving Day is coming soon. And, yes, we are all 

so thankful! We are thankful for our family members, 

relatives and friends who will come together for a 

Thanksgiving Day meal. As we will say grace, we will 

be thankful for the turkey, the stuffing, the pie, and 

even broccoli casserole. On Thanksgiving Day we will 

be thankful for parades, marching bands, and giant 

blow-up floats. But, we will be especially thankful if 

our favorite football team wins the big game. We will 

also be thankful for the special things in life like our 

family, our house, our car and of course cable 

television. We will also be thankful for the little things 

like food, electricity, running water, and 5 a.m. Black 

Friday sales. But we are a spiritual people as well. So 

we will also be thankful for our Santa Lucia parish, 

our priest, our church family, our lectors, altar 

servers, extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, 

ushers, singers, organists, and many others. We will 

be also thankful for our Santa Lucia School, our 

principal, teachers, students,and their families. 

 

But as we look at all the things we have been blessed 

with, we must ask ourselves: “Are we missing the 

point of Thanksgiving? Is Thanksgiving about our 

blessings or is it more about the one who has blessed 

us?” Instead of asking “What are we thankful for?” 

maybe we should be asking, “To whom are we 

thankful?”  

 

The Bible very clearly describes the act of 

thanksgiving. It says: Now, our God, we give you 

thanks, and praise your glorious name. (1 Chronicles 

29:13), Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 

endures forever. (Ps 107:1), I will praise God’s name in 

song and glorify him with thanksgiving. (Ps 69:30), 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with 

praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. (Ps 

100:4).  

 

May we give thanks to the Lord this Thanksgiving 

Day and all year round. 

Fr. Stipe Renić, OFM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the midst of the excitement and business of the 

day, one can’t help but stop and pray. There is so 

much to thank God for. All around, I see the bright 

and smiling faces of the students, the compassionate 

and diligent teachers, and the thoughtful, generous 

parents. I thank God for the people around me, who 

make school such an enjoyable place to be.  

 

I thank God for my family, who comforts me when 

I’m sad, and celebrates with me during the good 

times. 

 

I thank God that the Cubs won because they 

deserved it, and maybe now everyone can calm down 

about the so-called “curse.” 

 

I thank God that, through the tough times in the 

world, the students of Santa Lucia practice and 

embrace diversity. The students show the rest of 

Chicago what it is to be loving, tolerant, and 

compassionate.  

 

Thank you, God, for blessing me with the duty of 

serving these students. Thank you, God, for blessing 

me with the teachers and parents that I work so 

closely with. Thank you, God, for Big Shoulders 

Fund, who wants to see our school thrive. Thank 

you, God, for the parishioners and volunteers who 

give much of their time and energy towards the 

success of our little school. 

 

Thank you, God, for my health, my shelter, the food 

I eat every day, and the people around me who love 

me. 

During this time of Thanksgiving, let’s remember 

our Native brothers and sisters, who are peacefully 

fighting for the sake of our country’s clean water. 

 

Don’t forget to stop and think about what you are 

grateful for! 

 





Archbishop Blasé Cupich to be Elevated to Cardinal 

by Alexia Escudero, Grade 6 

Chicago Archbishop Blasé Cupich stood before hundreds in Holy Name Cathedral 

for 11 a.m. Sunday Mass and started his homily by saying he had news for those 

who might have gone to bed early and slept late. 

"The Cubs won the second game of the playoffs and now lead 2-0," Cupich said, prompting the cathedral to 

erupt in laughter and applause 

The more relevant news in the pews was that at about 5 a.m. Sunday, Cupich was awakened by a phone call 

from a friend in Rome who told him that Pope Francis announced in St. Peter's Square that Cupich will be 

elevated to the rank of cardinal, one of the Roman Catholic Church's most prestigious titles next to the papacy. 

He told worshippers that he was "so very grateful and humbled," by the news, and those gathered broke into 

louder applause. A moment later, Cupich said, 

"but on to more important things — the Gospel." 

(Tribune Article)  He was born March 19, 1949 

in Omaha, Nebraska and ordained a priest there 

in 1975. Archbishop Cupich was a bishop of two 

different cities, Archbishop of Chicago, and now 

Cardinal elect. The Pope stated that he would be 

invested into the College of Cardinals on 

November 16, 2016. 

Investiture Service 
by Lydia Claudio, Grade 8 

Congratulations to the new altar 

servers!  On October 30th, we had a 

special service at the 11:00 AM 

Mass to welcome our 8 new altar servers! It was a very nice ceremony for the kids 

becoming servers. Their parents became part of the investiture service as they 

placed the white surplices on their children. The servers received a symbol of a 

wooden cross, which was placed on them during the ceremony by Father Stipe. I 

think this is a very nice way for them to remember the day they became servers 

of God, and I know they will cherish this day and it will always be a very special 

memory for them.  Congratulations to the following students on becoming servers. 

Welcome to the “Knights of the Altar”. 

8th grade: Jocelyn Aguilar and Teresa Ursetta 

6th grade: Nicholas Barragan 

5th grade: Cecilia Claudio, Andres Lopez, and Sebastian Ayala 

4th grade: Ixta Delgado, Marissa Mancine 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/religion-belief/christianity/roman-catholicism/pope-francis-PERLL00123-topic.html


Veterans Day                by Angel Pagan, Grade 8 

Veterans Day is on November 11th, but on Monday November 7
th

, a 

Mass took place at our church for the Veterans. “Why is this special?” 

you ask? Well, all Veterans who have served, or are serving, our country 

deserve a tremendous “thank you”. Several veterans were our special guests and the students 

were able to have breakfast with them after Mass. They were presented with letters of 

congratulations and received a small token of our appreciation. Serving in the military, any 

branch, is a very difficult job. They keep us safe from major threats while being away from their 

families. After you read this, make sure to take a moment of silence for all those who have died, 

survived, have been wounded, or are still overseas fighting and protecting freedom for us.   
 

Academic Bowl                                                    by Mikel Garza, Gr. 7 

 This year our school participated in the De La Salle Academic Bowl. Four of our 

students (Victoria Gonzalez, Mikel Garza, Teresa Ursetta, and Jocelyn Aguilar) went to 

De La Salle High School to have a friendly competition with other schools from around 

Chicago on the subjects History, Math, Trivia, Literature Wheel of Fortune, and 

Science. There were six groups competing for 1st place in the Lab Room. There were 

nine microscopes and they were covered so no one could see what was on the plate. The 

object of the science competition was to identity the objects under the microscope. The 

team who could name most of the things on the plate won the competition.  The 1
st
 and 

2
nd

 place winners were from Robert Healy. Unfortunately, our school didn’t make it into the top 3 places but 

they did their best and were happy to have them represent Santa Lucia School. 

 

 

 

                                    by Giuseppe Ursetta, Gr. 7 

G.R.E.A.T stands for is Gang Resistance Education 

And Training. It is a national gang and violence prevention program 

which builds trust between the police and people. A trained police officer, Ms. Casey, 

came into our classrooms for several weeks giving us 

suggestions and tips on how to make our own choices and 

stay safe. We have learned all the terrible consequences of 

joining gangs or doing drugs.  Ms. Casey brought booklets 

with tons of information. We became role players in 

various sketches which showed us how to make GREAT 

choices.  
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St. Rita Retreat 

by Carlos Herrera, Grade 8 

 A couple weeks ago the 7
th

 and 8
th

 graders 

went to St. Rita High School for a religious retreat. 

The retreat was very interesting and informative. 

The retreat was held in the church and Father Tom 

(of Saint Rita) talked to us about vocations. We were 

then split into groups with different kids from 

different schools. In those groups we did activities 

(ex. Filled in a sheet with all our dreams and hopes 

for the future.) Once Father Tom wrapped up the 

retreat he gave us a farewell blessing and told us to 

go by all the statues in the church and pray by all of 

them. Once everyone finished praying we headed 

back to school. Overall, the retreat was very good 

and hopefully their just as good for the years to 

come. 

 

New Improvements  

by Giuseppe Ursetta, Grade 6 

Since last year there's been some improvements at Santa 

Lucia School.  I’ve talked to Ms. Sheedy and this is 

what she told me. We recently got a new technology 

lab/computer lab. We got two new programs which are 

the mine craft program that will start in January, and we 

recently started the S.T.E.M program that stands for 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. 

We also got new stalls in the boys’ and girls’ bathrooms.  

Thank you to the Dragon Family, who installed our new 

video intercom at the front door of the school! It is 

working beautifully. The safety of our students is of 

utmost importance. With the new security cameras 

purchased earlier in the school year and the video 

intercom, our school security is top-notch!We are 

planning on changing our windows, air conditioning 

units, and lots of other improvements in the future!  

Looking good St. Lucy’s!  
 

S.T.E.M.  

by Joseph Tracy, Grade 8 

STEM = Science, Technology, Education, and Math. In 

STEM club we do many activities and projects. Right now we 

are working with robots. We are trying to find out all the 

commands that it can do. At the 2nd meeting for STEM we 

had an election for President, Vice-President, Secretary, and 

Treasurer. The President is John Tracy, the Vice-President is 

Joseph J. Tracy, the secretary is Lucy Thomas, and the 

Treasurer is Marai Singleton. We are still a working progress 

in STEM club, but it is a great club to join and it's fun. 

Stock Market  
by Angel Pagan, Grade 8 

In 8
th 

grade there is a Stock Market Class. What 

is a Stock Market Class? Well, Stock Market 

Class is a class about the stock market. We 

learn how stocks were, how to follow them, 

how to invest etc.  The 8
th

 graders have to invest 

in stocks. Some suggestions were Apple, 

Activion, Amazon, and Alphabet (Owner of 

Google). The 8
th

 graders have a chance at 

getting real money. Let’s all hope they do well.  

Our Kindergarten Teacher, Miss Rogers 
by John Tracy, Grade 8 

Miss Rogers is the new Kindergarten teacher at our school, and the 

kindergarten students seem to love her. She was inspired to become a teacher 

because she loves kids and loves to teach. At her last school, she taught 4th grade, 

but she didn’t like teaching older kids as much as younger ones so she is glad she 

made the switch to Kindergarten. Miss Rogers has 

been a teacher for two years. She says that she 

decided to come teach at Santa Lucia because when 

she visited our school, she got a good feeling. Miss 

Rogers is a great teacher and she is very nice.  She is a great addition to our school.  
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Locks for Love    by Teresa Ursetta, Grade 8 
As most of us know, a few weeks ago our 8

th
 grade 

student, Darryl Holcomb, finally took the plunge and 

had his long hair cut and donated to DREADS FOR 

FRIENDS. This organization accepts donated 

dreadlocks and creates wigs and hair pieces for 

children and people suffering from the effects of 

chemotherapy while fighting cancer. I recently had 

the opportunity to talk to Darryl about his experience. 

I asked him why he decided to cut his hair. Of course, 

he was happy about donating it, but he admitted that 

he had dread locks for eight years and he grew up 

with that hairstyle, which made this decision difficult. 

But we all know that Darryl made a good choice 

about donating his dreadlocks and we are very proud 

of him. 

 

Health and Hygiene Assembly 
      by Alexia Escudero Gr. 6 

     On Monday, October 24
th,

 we had a doctor 

[Dr. Matthew Frazier ,who works at 3270 S. 

Wells] come and talk to us on health and hygiene. 

We asked him questions and he answered them. 

He told us to stay safe when we are outside and to 

be aware of our surroundings. The whole school 

seemed to enjoy it, especially the little ones who 

kept asking questions. Remember have a safe and 

healthy school year!   

 

Monthly Dress Down Days                
by Sarah Gimenez, Grade 8 

In order to become more aware of our contributions 

to worthy causes, the Student Council is sponsoring 

Dress Down Days for various causes. Students bring 

in $2 to participate and half of all proceeds raised 

will be donated to the cause. During the month of 

October we had one Dress Down Day when everyone 

was able to wear pink in honor of breast cancer. We 

were able to dress in the color that symbolizes that 

cause. By participating in these various fund raisers, 

we will become part of the solution. 

 

Savvy Bank Program         
                   by Michaela Galvez, Grade 6 
 Employees from the Private Bank brought us a 

program called “Savvy Bank” which taught 

children valuable things that would be needed in 

the future. Children should be taught about 

finances and saving money at a young age because 

it will help them build a great future. Saving your 

money can get you the house of your dreams, a 

nice car, or something you really wanted for a 

long time. If you don’t save, you might get into a 

bad habit of over- spending. When you are older, 

this means you may have a hard time paying 

things like your rent or other bills you may have.  

Members of the bank taught each grade smart 

ways to use the money: invest, save, donate, and 

spend wisely. 

 

DLS Literature Day    
by Jacalyn Burrows, Grade 8 

On Wednesday November 9
th

, the seventh and eighth 

graders went to De La Salle for a To Kill a 

Mockingbird activity day. Throughout the day the 

students did different stations related to the book in 

some way. One station was set up to allow us to 

decorate folders. We wrote a quote from the book 

and we had to base our folder décor on that quote. 

The next station was Family Feud. The De La Salle 

students separated us into groups and we answered 

questions about the book. The next station provided 

us with magnets to decorate with items that the main 

characters found in a knot-hole in the book. Another 

station was the fly swatter game, in which we were 

asked questions about the book and had to race other 

students to “swat” our answer. The final station was 

lunch. Overall the day was really great. We got to 

meet other students from other schools, along with 

some De La Salle students and teachers. 

 

ELECTION DAY RESULTS     
by Teresa Ursetta, Grade 8 

On November 8
th

, 2016, the presidential election took 

place. The two candidates, Hillary Clinton 

(Democrat) and Donald Trump (Republican) battled 

for the new spot as president. With everyone 

thinking, Hillary Clinton would win, that turned out 

not to be true. With a very close election result, at 

2:52 AM, Donald Trump was elected president of the 

United States with the electoral vote of 290 compared 

to Clinton’s 228. Mr. Trump won the electoral votes, 

but Mrs. Clinton won the popular vote.  On January 

20
th

, 2017, Mr. Donald Trump will make his 

inaugural speech and take office as president for the 

next four years.  We pray that the cabinet and 

advisors he selects will be successful in promoting 

peace and freedom for everyone.  

 













Cubs WIN the World Series!!         
By John Tracy, Grade 8 

Wow! What a game! The Cubs win was such a big achievement after a 108 year wait. 

While I was watching the last moments of the game, I saw the smile on Kris Bryant’s 

face as he threw the ball to make the last out. His smile said it all. He knew the World 

Series was theirs. His smile told me they were going to win the World Series. I saw Joe 

Rizzo put the ball in his back pocket, but he later gave it to the owner of the team, 

Thomas Ricketts. That ball sure is very valuable! The MVP was Ben Zobrist. He received a new hot rod that 

was very nice. Let's hope the Cubs can win another one in less than 108 years. 

  
by Kaitlyn DeFoe, Grade 6 

  

The Halloween Fun Fest on October 

28, 2016 really was a great time. It 

went really well! There was food, 

games, music, and even a really cool 

haunted house set up upstairs by our 

Santa Lucia School families! We’re 

very happy that you were able to make 

it and, we hope you had a lot of fun. 

Also, thank you to the 

awesome students who 

were part of the 

haunted house - you 

guys did a great job 

scaring people! Thank 

you to all who came 

to the party, and a 

special thank you to 

all those volunteers 

who worked the 

party.  

 

by Michaela Galvez, Grade 6 

 

According to the first grade, the Pumpkin Patch 

field trip was rained out.  The whole bus ride 

was full of dark clouds and rain, but that didn’t 

stop them.  Before exiting the bus, the first 

graders put on their rain coats and tried to have 

the best time possible. They were able to pet the 

baby chicks, feed a few animals, and take a few 

pictures.  As the rain slowed down, they were 

able to play miniature golf for a few minutes.  

Although the field trip lasted less than an hour, 

they still managed to have a nice time.   
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3
rd

 Grade Boy’s “Love” of Thanksgiving 
by Ogbonna Ugwu-Uche, Grade 6 

Max  Palacios: “I love Thanksgiving because I get to spend time with my family.” 

Lance Gipson: “I love Thanksgiving, because of the food I get to eat with my family.” 

Roger Galvez: “I love Thanksgiving, because I get to play games with my family.” 

Elias Avalos : “Thanksgiving is fun, exciting, and it brings me joy because of the Turkey we get to eat. “ 

Matthew Santos: “I am excited for Thanksgiving because it is one of my favorite holidays, and I get to celebrate 

with my family.” 

Simeon Garland: “I love Thanksgiving and I can’t wait for the Thanksgiving art projects. Thanksgiving is one 

of those days when you just spend time with your family.” 

 

What Would the 3
rd

 Grade Girls Do If Thanksgiving Was Ruined?  
by Michaela Galvez, Grade 6 

 

Alyssa Gimenez: “I would cry in fear.” 

Brianna Sicora: “I would do nothing.” 

Danielle Miller: “I would sleep longer.” 

Raksha Aradhyula: “I would watch TV.” 

Tife Ogunsola:  “I would play games with my cousins.” 

Makiyah Meeks: “I would scream.” 

 

**************************** 

During the month of November the Third Grade researched 

saints, dressed as them, and shared their stories at church. 

Here is a list of their saints and some of the reasons why 

they chose their special saints. 

 

Lance Gipson: “ I chose St. Valentine because he was a 

kind and loving man. I learned that he loved God very 

much.” 

Roger Galvez: “ My saint’s name is St. Joachim. I chose Joachim because I knew a lot about him.” 

Brianna Sicora: “I chose St. Elizabeth because Elizabeth is my middle name. I learned that St. Elizabeth is the 

patron saint of young brides and the homeless. I also learned that her symbols are flowers and loaves of bread.” 

Maximus Palacios: “I chose St. Joseph because he was a hard working man and the father of Jesus. I learned 

that St. Joseph died from a sickness. I also learned that he had eleven or twelve brothers. 

Alyssa Gimenez: “ I chose St. Lucy because the school is named after her and she is a nice saint. I learned 

about a man that loved St. Lucy, but pulled out her eyes because she would not marry him.” 

Simeon Garland: “My favorite saint is St. Simon. I learned a lot about him.” 

Matthew Santos: “My saint’s name is St. George. I chose him because he died for God and was a good Roman 

soldier. I learned that he was fourteen when his father died. He joined the Roman army at seventeen. He saved a 

princess from a dragon.” 

Tife Ogunsola: “I chose St. Elizabeth Seton because she is nice and loving. St. Elizabeth knew what she was 

doing when she made the first Catholic school in America.” 



Makiyah Meeks: “My saint is St. Cecilia. I chose her because she was honest and thankful for what she had. 

She always loved God and she seemed like a good singer. I learned that you should never give up on God and 

no matter what happens, God will be there for you.” 

Raksha Aradhyula: “I chose St. Bernadette because she was a lovely saint and she looks pretty. I learned that 

St. Bernadette saw Mary when she was young. She was the only one there. She had cured many sick people at 

the place where she was with Mary. She came from a very poor family.” 

Elias Avalos : “I picked St. Simon because he was a nice person and he did a big thing for God. I learned from 

this saint that we should be more thankful to God.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morton West Field Trip  
   By Lydia Claudio, Grade 8 
 

On Friday October 27th, the 6th 7th and 8th 
graders went to Morton West High School.  All 
the kids had a great time building, painting, 
and even trying on costumes! All the kids were 
given a special pizza lunch, with lemonade and 
fruit snacks. After having lunch, we went to the 
lighting station and then makeup. We all got 
cool bruises and gashes painted on our faces, 
and a few kids left them on for the Haunted 
House back at the school. All in all, it was a 
very fun day for grades 6th-8th. It was just as 
much  to go watch the play on November 11th!  
 

Original Plays    
  By Ogbonna Ugwu-Uche,  Grade 6 
This year the students in grade 6th, 7th,  and 
8th  grades created plays for Halloween. 
There were a total of six original plays. Each 
play had to involve an object that couldn't 
speak. Each child in the  play wrote 
together as a team.  The groups, or teams, 
had to design their production using a plot 

line, opening story, rising action, climax, 
falling action, and resolution.  The school 
was invited to see their performances.  
Kudos to everyone! 
 

Buddy News    
   By Sarah Gimenez, Grade 8  
In 3rd grade they have been spending time 
with their buddies in Kindergarten. They 
have been doing activities for Religion. The 
8th graders enjoyed Halloween with their 2nd 
grade buddies by doing activities and 
watching a movie.  4th and 5th grade are 
teamed up with 1st grade and they meet 
every other week playing games, creating 
art projects, and learning about each other. 
Pre-School is visited by their Sixth Grade 
buddies as they play board games and the 
older class reads stories to their friends. 
Every class is having fun with their buddies 
learning more about each other.  

Guess That Teacher 
by Jacalyn Burrows, Grade 8 

 This teacher loves the Peanuts (Charlie Brown) character. 

 She is very devoted to each and every one of her students, including previous students. 

 She is one of the most creative teachers you will ever meet.  

Who is she??? 



This month the preschool has been learning about Thanksgiving. I 

have been reading stories to class about the very first Thanksgiving and have 

taught them some new finger plays. I decided to ask each of my students 

what they are thankful for. Here are their answers!  

1. Esiequiel is thankful for his mom and dad. 

2. Chloe is thankful for her teachers. 

3. Skye is thankful for her mom. 

4. Kylie is thankful for her mom and grandma. 

5. Sebastian is thankful for his family and toys. 

6. Josiah is thankful for his mom and teachers. 

7. Renee is thankful for her family. 

8. Ray is thankful for his mom. 

9. Adegboyega is thankful for his family and teachers. 

10. Corey is thankful for his toys. 

11. Lily is thankful for her mom and Mrs. Laura. 

12. Hailey is thankful for her family, friends and school. 

13. Elon is thankful for everything. 

14. Lucy is thankful for stories. 

15. Dominic is thankful for his mom, dad, and toys. 

16. Diamond is thankful for toys. 

17. Mrs. Laura is thankful for her students, coworkers and family. 

18. Mrs. Susie is thankful for her family. 

19. Have a great Thanksgiving everyone! God Bless you and your families! 

 

 

Classroom News Kdg.-1                                by Sonya Yang, Grade 7 

 Kindergarten 

The Kindergartens are learning to pronounce letters and to recognize 

letters in a snap. The students are learning word families, are groups of 

words that have a common feature or pattern. Also, they are learning to 

say their sight words, short easy words, and learning to spell the sight words, too. In Math, they are 

learning about patterns which is an essential building block to understand numbers. They are also 

working on simple addition, shapes and coins. The students are also learning about weight comparison 

between two objects. In Science they are leaning about animal and plant habitats.    

 1
st
 Grade  

This month, the 1
st
 graders started to do book reports. They read a semi-short book and did a 

summary on it.  They have weekly book reports!  Some students were just introduced to a reading 

program, SRA. In this program students read a passage and answer questions about the passage. 

The students will check their own papers and fix the answers if necessary.  The students also made 

awesome creative stories about Halloween. They are working on revising and editing these stories. 

All the students are very excited because they are now putting spelling words into sentences. In 

Math, recently they learned about adding and subtracting money. The students enjoy doing their 

Wrap-Ups, a device used to help memorize Math skills. In Religion, the students are reading about 

Moses and the 10 Commandments. Since the election recently passed, the students are learning 

about the President’s job and the White House.  
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 2
nd

 Grade 

Thanksgiving is right around the corner, and the 2
nd

 graders are learning about this holiday and its 

traditions. The 2
nd

 graders recently finished their Saint projects. Each student had to pick a saint and 

write a paper on the saint they chose. They used many sources like the Chrome book and saint books. 

On All-Saints Day three students presented their papers and dressed-up as their saint. Just a while ago 

they started to write creative writing stories for Thanksgiving. The topic was how did the turkey escape 

from being gobbled up. They wrote the story in a three-step process prewriting, rough draft, and final 

draft. In Phonics, they are learning about possessive nouns and master singular and plural nouns. In 

Math, they are learning about fractions and place value of numbers. There will be soon a Science test on 

animals. They learn about animal backbones, habitats for animals, and much more. Recently most of the 

school watched a Little Mermaid at Morton West High school. The students are comparing the musical 

to the Disney movie. Since the election was upon us, the students did a mock election and discussed the 

real election among themselves. 

 

Classroom News 3-5        by Carlos Herrera, Grade 8 

 Grade 3             

In Grade 3, Ms. Malabarba had the third graders pick a saint and write a report on them. After 

they wrote their report, they dressed up as their saints and presented them in church. 

 Grade 4 

In Social Studies, the 4
th

 graders are learning about the election process and then they held a mock 

election in school to become “Principal for a Day”. They had to make a full report, campaign signs, and 

persuade people to vote for either Arianna Fernando or Martin Rhyne The election results will be posted 

before the student body begins their Thanksgiving break.. In Science, they are learning about how 

humans contribute to ecosystems. The learned about the pros and cons, too. In English, they are learning 

about persuasive writing. They are learning about the Ten Commandments in Religion, and learning 

how to look at the bigger picture of things. In Math, they are learning how to work with equations and 

solving for “unknowns” by selecting the correct math operation. 

 Grade 5 

Students created their “bottle” saints which are displayed in church. They were responsible for 

reading about their saint choice and writing their story in their own words. In Math, they are 

learning to convert fractions to decimals and percentages which will help them compare fractions. 

In Social Studies, they are learning about the colonization of America and prepared their own 

Power Points as students became the teachers for the day. During October, they read three 

Halloween stories to learn about plot and story lines. They presented their original short skits of 

these books to the 4
th

 grade. They are learning more information about the parts of speech, 

especially how to correctly form, and use nouns or verbs.  In Science, they learned about animal 

kingdoms and ecosystems. 

 

Classroom News 6-8       by Mikel Garza, Grade 8 

 Grades 6/8 

Our 6
th

 and 7
th

 grade classes are finishing up their Science chapter and are preparing for a test. They are 

learning more about atoms and atomic equations. In Literature, the 7
th

 graders as well as the 8th graders 

just finished up a novel called To Kill a Mocking Bird and now have a project on it. The 7
th

graders are 

reviewing in Math, but are also learning about more mathematical symbols and their meanings. The 

6
th

,7
th

, and 8
th

 grade attended “The Little Mermaid” play at Morton West on November 11
th

. 



Leadership 

Workshop  

by Jacalyn Burrows, Grade 8 

 

 On October 20
th
 Jacalyn 

Burrows, Victoria Gonzalez, John 

Tracy, and Teresa Ursetta attended a 

leadership workshop for Fuel Up to 

Play 60. We learned the necessities 

of how to be leaders and what it 

takes to be a great leader at our 

schools. The students met other 

students who were chosen by their 

school to attend the workshop. At the 

end of the day, we were put into 

groups to come up with a big idea to 

improve the health and wellness in 

our school. We had to present our 

ideas in a one minute pitch in front 

of four judges. Victoria Gonzalez’s 

and Jacalyn Burrows’ idea was 

called “Veggie Trend”. John Tracy’s 

and Teresa Ursetta’s project was to 

build a greenhouse at school. At the 

very end of the workshop, ten ideas 

were chosen and each won $1000 for 

their projects. Victoria, Jacalyn, 

John, and Teresa won a combined 

check for $1000. Congrats guys! 

Keep up the good work!   

 

 

Gallagher Scholars 
by Kaitlyn DeFoe, Grade 6 

Congratulations to all of the awesome students in 

grade 5 who got the Gallagher scholarships! 

These four great students received scholarships 

for math and science. Marai Singleton said “I’m 

really excited and also kind of nervous!” 

Sebastian Ayala said “I feel very special!” 

Andres Lopez said “I’m excited!” and Margaret 

Wang said “I think this is great!”  The children 

are very excited about receiving such a great 

honor. We know that great things are expected of 

them and that everyone is very proud! 

November Birthdays 

 

9 
11 
12 
14 
16 
 

Alexia Escudero, Gr. 6 
Lauren Stewart, Gr. 2 
Ms. Knapp, Gr. 1 
Victoria Gonzalez, Gr. 8 
Roger Galvez, Gr. 3 
Daniel Zhou, Gr. 6 
 

18 
20 
 
 
21 
26 
28 

Lily Stewart, PS 
Martin Rhyne, Gr. 4 
Nicholas Barragan, Gr. 6 
Carlos Herrera, Gr. 8 
Ms. Susie Sheppard, PS 
Isaac Calhoun, Gr. 2 
Olivia Barragan, Gr. 1 

 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images;_ylt=A0LEVxQGGShYVEMAHDVXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTEycmQ3a3NqBGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDQjE2MThfMQRzZWMDc2M-?p=november+birthday+clip+art&fr=yfp-t&th=122&tw=181&imgurl=http://www.oakeschildrenscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/shreducated_com_wp-content_gallery_birthday-cake-clip-art-animated-i15_thumb2.jpg&rurl=http://imgarcade.com/1/november-birthday-clip-art/&size=49KB&name=Go+Back+&gt;+Gallery+For+&gt;+November+Birthday+Clip+Art&h=437&w=651&turl=http://ts2.mm.bing.net/th?id=OIP.Mbcc2d7eb3106f34a0f7a4b0a92190f24o0&pid=15.1&rs=1&c=1&qlt=95&w=181&h=122&tt=Go+Back+&gt;+Gallery+For+&gt;+November+Birthday+Clip+Art&sigr=11isr2dc5&sigit=139lj9p2p&sigi=14903t41j&sign=11oh1964o&sigt=11oh1964o


Family Picnic  
By Joseph Tracy, Grade 8 

 

On October 15
th

, we had the 

family picnic at Armour Square 

Park. There were fun activities 

for kids. We sold gym uniforms, 

had some lunch, and had a 

good time. One of the activities 

we had was a tug-of-war game - 

guys against girls. The girls won 

but the guys held their ground. 

We had a good time with our 

friends and raised funds for our 

school. The Santa Lucia family 

picnic was a huge success for 

those who attended. 

 

 

 

A survey poll was taken by the student body and the results 
are posted as percentages.  
 
          “Who would be a better leader for our country?” 
 

  
Boys    Clinton Ye Trump Girls Clinton Trump 
Kdg. 50% 50% Kdg. 66.6% 33.3% 

1 0% 100% 1 100% 0% 
2 100% 0% 2 25% 75% 
3 100% 0% 3 100% 0% 
4 100% 0% 4 100% 0% 
5 100% 0% 5 100% 0% 
6 100% 0% 6 100% 0% 
7 100% 0% 7 100% 0% 
8 50% 50% 8 80% 20% 

Teachers/Staff:         40% Clinton                    60% Trump   

We Have Winners! 

Last month we featured several contests and 

awarded the winners their prizes. Madison 

Perry, Kdg., and Isaac Calhoun, Grade 2, 

won Dress Down Day Passes for their 

pumpkin and poem entries.  Sebastian 

Ayala, Grade 5, and Leonard Webster III, 

Grade 2, received $15.00 Target Gift Cards 

for correctly answering the Anagram 

puzzles.  Congratulations!  
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