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What is 
Read to 
Succeed?  

Read to Succeed is a free educational program 

sponsored by Six Flags Theme Parks. The program 

encourages students in grades K through 6 to engage 

in recreational reading. Students who complete six 

hours of recreational, non-school-related reading are 

eligible to earn a free admission ticket to a 

participating Six Flags Theme Park. Recreational 

reading including newspapers, comic books, novels, 

and nonfiction counted. Students can read on their 

own, or parents can read to younger students. We 

congratulate the following teachers and students 

who participated in this year’s Read to Succeed. 

Kindergarten:  Miss A. Rogers, Elijah Escudero, 

Chanel Simpson. Gr. 1: Ms. D. Knapp, Natalia 

Assenato, Olivia Barragan, Courtney Beals, Isabella 

Galvez, Leah Stewart, Hunter Spight, German 

Velarde, Julia Wan.  Gr. 2: Ms. L. Christiano, David 

Link, Leonard Webster III. Gr. 3:  Ms. J. Malabarba,   

Raksha Aradhyula, Elias Avalos, Roger Galvez, 

Simeon Garland, Alyssa Gimenez, Lance Gipson, 

Makiyah Meeks, Danielle Miller, Tife Ogunsola, 

Maximus Palacios, Matthew Santos, Brianna Sicora. 

Gr. 5:  Mrs. M. Piegari, Sebastian Ayala, Cecilia 

Claudio, Andrea Gallegos, Nehemiah Garland, 

Myles Gipson, Andres Lopez, Marai Singleton, 

Lucy Thomas, and Margaret Wang. 

 

 
 

Our Children 
 All Need  

Great Teachers 
Like You 

 
 

You once had a choice 
And you chose to teach 

And every day 
It’s our children you reach 

 
You make the difference 
In the life of each child 

Those that are quiet 
And those that are wild 

 
It’s the way that you teach 

You do it so well 
They look up to you 

And think you are swell 
 

 
You teach from your heart 

That’s plain to see 
They think you’re divine 

And we all agree 
 

Please never forget 
And remember it’s true 

Our children all need 
Great teachers like you 

 
We appreciate you 

And we value your time 
And if you should forget 

Please re-read this rhyme 
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The last days of school are upon us. I hope that it 
has been a good year for all of the children of Santa Lucia 
School. The ability to learn and be creative is an incredible 
privilege. During the school year, many families were very 
busy and ‘overscheduled’. Let the upcoming weeks of 
summer be an opportunity for rest and relaxation without 
being on a scheduled time. 

Dear Santa Lucia School students, I hope your 
summer days will also be filled with a sense of innocence 
and wonder. Joy and wonder is not a luxury, but a 

necessity. Small moments of 
joy and a feeling of wonder can 
give us meaning in a 
sometimes  chaotic world.

Play games! You are 
lucky if you have people in 
your life capable of engaging in 
play and silly games. 

Read. Choose 
beautifully illustrated non-
fiction books and discover the 
wonders of science, history, 
and nature. Read lovely 
children’s poetry to attune 

yourself to the beauty of language and metaphor. Dive into 
high-quality children’s fiction that rouses imagination and 
encourages deeper thinking, sparking your intellectual 
curiosity. 

Cultivate beauty. Incorporate rituals and traditions 
that nurture beauty, wonder, and peace. Simple pleasures, 
like taking 10 minutes at bedtime to talk about your day, 
create moments of joy. Well-chosen rituals can foster an 
environment that invites us to slow down and enjoy the 
peace of a slower pace.

Explore Nature. We are all attuned to the wonders 
of nature. Discover the joy of walking barefoot through 
grass or the thrill of discovering a bird’s nest. Go for a walk 
in your neighborhood. Set a birdfeeder outside your 
kitchen window.

“And men go abroad to admire the heights of 
mountains, the mighty waves of the sea, the broad tides of 
rivers, the compass of the ocean, and the circuits of the 
stars, yet pass over the mystery of themselves without a 
thought.” ― St. Augustine of Hippo, Confessions 

 
                             Father Stipe Reni , OFM 

                            Parish Administrator
 

Summer is Here!! 
 

Summer is here; we are done with our work, 
and ready for play! What a busy and 
successful school year we had! I must say, I 
am very impressed with the work the 
students have put into this year. You’ve 
studied hard, and you’ve turned in all of your 
assignments. You have completed your 
quizzes and tests. Your summer has been 
more than earned! 
 
There are many plans to make next year 
even better than ever! You will notice many 
little changes throughout the building, in 
your classrooms, and in your lessons. Your 
teachers and I will be working hard this 
summer to make sure your next school year 
at Santa Lucia is full of ambitious instruction, 
collaboration, and student-centered learning! 

 
I want to take a moment to thank all of you 
for the beautiful school year you have given 
me. In my first year as your leader, you have 
taught me many lessons on how to be the 
best leader I can be for all of you. You are 
all special and unique, and I am proud to 
have every single one of you as part of the 
Santa Lucia family. Thank you for 
welcoming me into the family this year. 
Every single one of you is dear to my heart! 

  
Miss Sheedy, Principal 
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It’s time to meet the press! The staff of the school paper, “Spirit”, 
consists of students who volunteer to meet several times a year 
selecting topics for print, gather necessary information, meet critical 
deadlines, and have fun. We are very proud to introduce the following 
students and thank them for their input and enthusiasm. You made 
the school proud of your accomplishments! 

 

Co-Editor-Jacalyn Burrows, Grade 8  - “This year I had so much fun being on the newspaper. My 

favorite part was having all different types of articles to write about. Newspaper has taught me ways to improve 

and make my writing better than it ever was before. If you think that newspaper is boring, it’s actually really fun 

because you get to have lunches with Mrs. Piegari and Miss Knapp. You also get to have fun with other 

classmates and share your many interests with them like being in newspaper. That’s why I love newspaper and 

what I learned from it. It’s sad to say I won’t be a part of the Spirit Staff next year, but I have loved working on 

the newspaper for the last three years. I would love to thank Mrs. Piegari for always pushing me to my best 

abilities.” 

Co-Editor-Carlos Herrera, Grade 8 - “I really enjoyed my last year on the newspaper this year. It was 

really fun and I think I got some of my favorite articles to do this year. I’m going to miss the newspaper 

meetings and doing articles. Even though, I would be late to turn in articles sometimes; I’m still going to miss 

it. Overall, I had a great three years on the newspaper and I couldn’t have asked for a better experience on a 

newspaper staff.” 

Assistant Editor-Mikel Garza, Gr. 7 - “I liked being in the St. Lucy newspaper team because I learned 

how to type better. I liked the challenge of reporting something that happened as well. It also makes me look 

better to get in the high school of my choice. It’s also fun to interview people and to go around the school to ask 

teachers about their classrooms. Also, the last thing that I like about it; is I can eat lunch in a classroom while 

thinking of article ideas with the newspaper team.” 

 

Staff- 

Sarah Gimenez, Gr. 8 - “I truly appreciated being on the staff this year, even if it was my first.  It gave me 

an opportunity to write for the school paper and get information from other people. It was fun.” 

Angel Pagan, Gr. 8 - “Being in newspaper is fun as long as 

you get all your articles in on time.” 

 John Tracy, Gr. 8  - “T I love newspaper, if you make a deal 

with Mrs. Piegari then don’t break it. Better keep your word.” 

Joseph Tracy, Gr. 8 - “This was my first time on the 

newspaper this year. I really liked reporting about the different 

events, though most of the tie I was late and did not meet my 

deadlines. I had a great time. But if you join the staff next year, don’t stress out Mrs. Piegari like I did. Get your 

articles in on time.” 

Teresa Ursetta, Gr. 8 - “The thing I most enjoyed about being on the newspaper is Mrs. Piegari’s jokes and 

being able to be part of the staff for my last year at Santa Lucia..” 

Lydia Claudio, Gr. 7- “I liked being on the school newspaper because I like to write. I like to write because 

I get to express what I feel about a certain topic. The newspaper gave me a chance to do that. I enjoy the 

challenge of reporting, It gives me something to take my mind off any other thing. Mrs. Piegari and Mrs. Knapp 
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are very understanding and make being on the newspaper fun. That is one reason I like being on the newspaper. 

I joined the newspaper because I know that it would be fun and because this is stuff that high schools look for.  

Since I am on the newspaper, whatever high school I chose to go to will take time into advance and I will most 

likely be able to practice on my writing more and probably become a much better writer. 

David Gallegos, Grade 7- “” 

Sonya Yang, Grade 7 - “I like being in the newspaper because it is a valuable learning experience. Also, it 

looks great when you go to high school. But, most of all I enjoy writing. I think it is a wonderful thing for 

everyone to indulge in the newspaper. It was easy to write an article. Mrs. Piegari and Mrs. Knapp are very 

understanding so being in the newspaper is an enjoyable experience.” 

Kaitlyn Defoe, Gr. 6 - “My favorite part of being on the newspaper staff was for the fact that it was my first 

year. You really get the hang of it the first few times. It can be sometimes overwhelming but it is really fun. I’ve 

talked to many people that I didn’t talk to before. You also learn how to creatively write and meet deadlines. I 

will definitely be joining the staff next year. 

Alexia Escudero, Grade 6- “This is one of my last articles of the year and let it be said it was a great one. 

After almost a year of being on newspaper I would just like to say that it was a fun experience. My favorite part 

of the newspaper is the deadlines which always keeps you on point. Next year I will be joining again.” 

Michaela Galvez, Grade 6 - “I had an exciting time being on the newspaper staff and we all worked 

together and it was fun.” 

Ogbonna Ugwu-Uche, Gr. 6- “I joined newspaper because many of my siblings have been in the 

newspaper staff. I don’t think it would be right to just end that streak. Doing Newspaper also helps many of the 

teachers also on the Newspaper staff. They are teachers and have to already correct papers. Doing this makes 

them not have to write the newspaper themselves.” 

 
  

Our school newspaper, “SPIRIT”, is 25 years old!  A twenty-fifth anniversary or silver jubilee 

is no small thing. It will only come around once in our school’s life, An anniversary is the 

annual celebration of an event. In this case, it was the inception of sharing our school news 

through publishing a newspaper. Twenty-five years ago, several teachers selected students who 

wanted to work with these new inventions called Apple II computers.  They were eager to work 

afterschool typing on these huge machines and saving their material on some very fragile 

“floppy” disks. Because these disks were so sensitive, articles would mysteriously disappear 

and the dreaded word “corrupt” would pop up on the screens.  Many a night the teachers would 

retype the students articles so they would not be disappointed.  Then the final 

pages were sent to a dot matrix printer which would take forever to pump out 

page after page.  The final paper was Xeroxed and distributed to the student 

body.   Today the staff uses “Docs” and sends their articles through the 

Internet or saves their research on flash drives. Pictures and clip art are 

downloaded, cropped, and text wrapped to enhance each page.  “Spirit” is 

printed in color and can be downloaded through our website: 

santaluciaschool.net, under “Student Life”.  Our little baby has grown up in 

these past twenty-five years.  We thank the many students, teachers, and 

parents throughout these years, who were a part of this little family. 

  Happy Anniversary, “Spirit”! 
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Dear Parents, 

 

First and foremost, God bless you for your vocation as mothers and fathers.  You have one of 

the most important vocations in the world.  There is no need to list the various responsibilities 

you have: “Getting involved with their needs and keeping them moving in the right direction, 

etc.” 

 

May I ask that you consider making a greater effort in encouraging mass 

attendance and a stronger effort in bringing them? 

 

Sporting events are all well and good, but your gifts, “your children”, need a 

foundation more important than sports, dancing, etc.  From ages one to 

fourteen years, they need a good, strong foundation in their faith formation.  

 

Playing sports . . . missing mass . . . not receiving sacraments . . . are not 

beneficial for your children.  They need a positive foundation of life’s gifts: 

their faith, the love our Lord has for them, the respect for their parents.  This is a gentle but 

important reminder - 99.99% of these children will not make it to the pros. 

 

Sports are fun and do build a strong sense of accomplishment through competition, but they 

should not replace the teachings of your faith.  To “know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him” 

is part of what our faith is all about.  We score a “goal” with every mass we attend, every 

communion you receive, and every prayer you fervently say.  

 

We are God’s gift because of His unending love.  Coaches 

prepare you for the “game”.  Referees rule over the “plays”.  

Crowds cheer your “performance”. You are the coach in your 

child’s mass attendance. God will be the referee.  The saints 

will be cheering you on.  

 

The third commandment states: “Remember to keep holy the 

Lord’s Day”. So make the effort. The rewards will be the blessings you will receive in heaven 

when you score that final goal, without a penalty. 

 

       Yours in Christ, 

   Father Nicholas Marro, CS 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

4 things you can’t recover in life: 

 a WORD after it’s said,  

  a MOMENT after it’s missed,  

   the TIME after it’s gone, and  

    TRUST after it’s lost. 



K-3 Classroom News 
The Kindergarteners are preparing for graduation. 
This week the first grade students are going on a 
field trip. The 2nd graders are learning about the 
States of Matter and are doing experiments for 
science, in Social Studies are learning about 
Memorial Day and Geography, in Math they’re 
wrapping up, and for Religion they had first 
communion. In 3rd grade they are working on 
creative writing an d have become better at writing 
short stories and illustration. They have become 
very creative as individual writers as well as group 
writers.  

-Kaitlyn DeFoe Gr. 6 

4-5 Classroom News 
Grade 4 students are doing Pilgrim skits for history. Much like acrostic poems, they are 
creating acrostic prayers for religion, and book mobiles featuring things 
like settings and characters.  
The 5th graders are finishing up the year with intense review in all subjects 
across the board.  They are learning the importance of family in their 
Christian Life books, and overall getting ready for Junior High. 

             -Kaitlyn DeFoe Gr. 6 

 6-8 Classroom News 
 

In 6th grade they are wrapping up almost all their work in class. They just finished all their 
math chapters with Ms. Jackson and are already learning a little bit of 7th grade math. The 6t 
graders performed very well in math this year and hopefully they’re even better next year in 7th 
grade. 
In 7th grade they’ve basically done and accomplished most of the same things that 6th grade 
has. They are wrapping up the year as well and are preparing to be 8th graders next year and 

graduate and go on to high school. One of the most notable things the 7th 
graders are doing right now, though, is creating skits to perform to the 8th 
graders on May 26th. Skis are when they act out something funny or quirky 
that a specific 8th grader did throughout the year. They did a great job and 
hopefully next year’s 7th grade does as great as a job as they did this year. 
The 8th graders finally finished all their work on May 26th and they also made 
Confirmation on the 24th. Right now the 8th graders are preparing for their 
graduation on June 2nd . They are practicing things such as readings songs, 

and much more their graduation mass. The 8th graders are also having their Award 
Ceremony/Dinner on May 30th. This award ceremony appreciates them for what they’ve done 
throughout the year. That is 6-8th class news.    -Sarah Gimenez, Gr. 8 
 
 

Stock Market   
The 8th graders went to the Goodman Theater. Speakers talked about stocks and how 
stocks can grow and how the stock market can fall. They talked about how stocks can 
make you money and help companies. Hopefully this information will be useful for us 
in our future. Carlos Herrera said, “It was interesting.” – Angel Pagan, Gr. 8 
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Sacraments 
On Saturday May 13

th
, 3 second graders made their Holy 

Communion, or the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Miley Diaz, 

Andy Sandoval, and Lexington Zwica made their Communion with 

some fellow CCD students. The mass was performed by Father Stipe 

and the mass was beautiful. 

 

On May 24
th

, 12 eighth grade students made their Confirmation.  

Confirmation is the sacrament in which the candidates choose a saint. This is their name in the eyes of the 

church, to which they become full members of the church. Jocelyn Aguilar, Jacalyn Burrows, Victoria 

Gonzalez, Sarah Gimenez, Niko Rodriguez, Carlos Herrera, Joseph Tracy, John Tracy, Liam Nayer, Richard 

Rizzo, Angel Pagan, and Teresa Ursetta with seventh and eighth grades from Saint Jerome and CCD students 

from Santa Lucia and Saint Jerome. The sacrament was performed by Bishop Wypych who confirmed all 62 

candidates.  

           - Jacalyn Burrows Gr. 8 

May Crowning 

 

 

 

The annual religious celebration honoring the mother of Jesus 

took place with the graduating class of 2017 reciting the rosary 

with the entire congregation.  After a procession around the 

church, Victoria Gonzalez had the honor of placing the crown 

upon her head.  Helen Liu, Teresa Ursetta, Sarah Gimenez, and 

Jocelyn Aguilar were her female honor guard.  Carlos Herrera, 

Richard Rizzo, Angel Pagan, Darryl Holcomb, Liam Nayer, 

Joey Tracy and John Tracy participated in this ceremony.  

                                                               -Michaela Galvez Gr. 6  

The Memorare Prayer 
“Remember O most gracious Virgin Mary that never was it known that anyone who fled to your protection, implored your 

help, or sought your intercession was left unaided. Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto you, O Virgin of Virgin, my Mother. 
To you I come, before you I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate,  

despise not my petitions, but in your mercy, hear and answer me. Amen. 

 



Do The Write Thing 
  

“The Do The Write Thing challenges gives middle 

school students an opportunity to examine the 

impact of youth violence on their lives. Students 

communicate what they think should be done to 

reduce violence. “(http://www.dtwt.org)  

 Students from 6th to 8th 

grade wrote essays about 

how youth violence had 

effected their lives, what to 

do about youth violence, 

and related topics.  7
th

 

graders Sonya Yang and Korben Fernando had 

essays which were in the top 100 out of 1,200 

essays.  On the May 9th,2017, the top 100 

contestants attended a dinner. Miss Sheedy, Mrs. 

Dalcamo, and Mr. Jenrich accompanied the 7
th

 

graders to the dinner.  At this dinner, the top 10 

essays were chosen.  The top boy and girl (Steven 

Chen and Natalie Hernandez) will travel to 

Washington, D.C. later this year.  It’s an exciting 

one that hopefully a Santa Lucia student will win 

next year!  - Sonya Yang Gr. 7 

 

Drug Seminar 
 

On May 18th, the drug seminar was held at the 

ONIAC (Old Neighborhood Italian American 

Club).  The drug seminar is all about not giving 

into peer pressure and most of all DON’T DO 

DRUGS.  There were many great speakers there 

such as Rick Herts, Laroyce Hawkins, Brian Luce, 

and many more.  All the speakers gave great 

speeches and stories about 

their own experience with 

drugs or just how to SAY 

NO to drugs, in general. 

Even though it’s called the 

drug seminar, there was 

also a lot of advice on how 

to stay safe on the internet 

and how to react to certain 

situations. I really enjoyed the drug seminar this 

year, as I’m sure many other kids and teachers did 

too. Overall, the drug seminar was very 

informative and helpful this year and hopefully 

they’re as great as this one for the years to come. 

-Carlos Herrera Gr. 8 

Earth Day and 

What It Means 
Earth Day is one of our 

greatest days, but do you know 

how it started? 

This day isn’t as old as you 

might think.  Earth Day only 

became a holiday in 1970, and 

was started by ex-senator 

Gaylord Nelson.  It has only been around for 47 

years!  The holiday came into existence after a 

massive oil spill in 1969 Santa Barbara, California.  

After surveying the damage, Nelson had the 

inspiration to have a teach in that only focused 

educating the public about the environment.  In 

1990 Earth Day went global.  During Earth Day 

2017, Santa Lucia planted flowers in cups and 

cleaned up outside.  Everyone participated in 

grades pre-k to 8
th

 grade, except for those who 

were absent.  

-Alexia Escudero Gr. 6 

 

Fuel Up to Play 60, the 

nation’s largest in-school 

wellness program, 

encourages students from 

all communities to take the 

lead in living healthier lifestyles through good 

nutrition and physical activity. 

Fuel Up to Play 60 is a free program from the 

National Dairy Council and the National Football 

League, in collaboration with the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture. It’s in more than 73,000 schools 

nationwide and encourages students to eat healthy 

and get at least 60 minutes of physical activity 

every day. 

The ambassador for our school is Nicholas 

Barragan. He was chosen to go on a trip to 

Minnesota. This trip offers opportunities that most 

people would never have, like being on a working 

farm, visiting a university, and possibly even 

meeting a pro sport athlete!  Hopefully Fuel Up to 

Play 60 can stay with our school next year!  

    -David Gallegos Gr.7 
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… being a 
second family. 

Jacalyn 

... helping 
me meet 

new people. 
Jocelyn 

. . . becoming 
my second 

home. 
Victoria 

 

…helping 
me learn 
English. 

Billy 

“I am with you always.” 

… helping me 
grow. 
Sarah 

… make my 
English 
better. 

Jeff 
 

… making me 
feel welcomed. 

Carlos 
 

… always 
helping me 

with my 
education. 

Darryl 
 

…helping me 
speak & write 
English better. 

Helen 
 

… all the 
good 

memories 
Joey 

 

… helping 
me mature 

over the 
years. 
Niko 

 

…being kind and 
respectful to me 

throughout my 8th 
grade year. 

Richard 
 

… every thing 
you gave me. 

Angel 
 

… making me see 
that I am capable 

to see who and 
what I am. 
Matthew 

 

…friendly 
environment, 

good education, & 
helpful staff. 

Liam 
 

…all the friends and 

memories that I 

gained throughout 

my years of being 

here. Tyler 

… keeping me 
on the right 

path and not 
letting me drift 

away on the 
wrong path. 

John 
 

…helping me 
grow up and 

learn 
English. 
Tenndy 

 

… helping me 
improve my 

English. 
Sherman 

 

…making me 
more mature 

and 
responsible. 

Teresa 
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Dear Pre-Scholars, 

 

To my wonderful preschool class, 

 Wow! How fast the school year went! I have seen so much improvement in all of you and am very proud of each one of 

you. Enjoy your summer vacation, practice your letters, shapes, and numbers. Continue to practice writing your names 

and saying your prayers. Go to church every Sunday and thank God for all you have. I look forward to seeing some of you 

this summer in our SEEP program and having you in my class in the fall.  

To my four-year-old class, I wish you all best of luck in Kindergarten. You all are ready and will do wonderful 

things. I will miss seeing you in my classroom everyday but will visit you at the big school! Thank you to all my parents 

who have supported me all year.  It’s been a pleasure having your child in my class. Have a great summer! I am looking 

forward to seeing everyone in the fall and even some of you in the summer in the S.E.E.P program! 

Mrs. Laura 

XO~XO~XO~XO~XO

Dear Kindergarten,  

You were my first Kindergarten class and you are the reason I began to love 

teaching. It was a learning experience for all of us. You came into our classroom 

knowing letter sounds and you are leaving knowing how to read and write words 

and sentences! I am so proud of all of you. Never let your joy for learning fade.  

                                                          Love always,  

                                                                       Ms. Rogers 
 

 

Dear Fabulous First Grade! 

I’m glad I was your teacher 

I’ve come to love you so 

I can’t believe the end is here 

I hate to see you go! 

Remember all the fun we had 

In all the things we did 

But most of all remember 

You’re some very special kids! 

Love Always, 

Miss Knapp 
 

To My Second Graders, 

 

My, how fast this year has flown! 

I can’t believe how much you’ve grown. 

I am so proud of all the things you’ve done, 

and along the way we had so much fun! 

We were scientists, writers, and readers galore, 

mathematicians, explorers, and so much more! 

We prayed to God and celebrated mass, 

you were such a wonderful class! 

On to new adventures you will go, 

Oh, how I will miss you so! 

It was a pleasure teaching you every day, 

but there is one more thing I have to say: 

I love you all and wish you the best, 

have a great summer and get lots of rest! 

 

Love, Miss Christiano 
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XO~XO~XO~XO~XO

To my third-grade students and their families; 

 

I can’t believe my second year here at Santa Lucia is almost at the end. The time has gone by so fast. I would like to thank 

my students for bring a bright, energetic, and never boring class. You have changed so much these pass nine months. You 

have become more self-assured, extremely helpful, eager to learn, and never bashful about stating your point of view. You 

have matured so much and I am so very proud of each and every one of you. My wish for you is to continue on this 

fabulous journey that lies ahead of you. Always remember you are your only obstacle and you are the only one to prove 

yourself worthy of anything you tackle ahead.  

 

Have a really great summer and remember “to shoot for the stars and dream big, all will come true.” 

 

           Ms. Joyce 

XO~XO~XO~XO~XO

 

Dearest 4
th

 Grade, 

 It has been a privilege being your teacher. It had been a while since I’d been 

in fourth grade, and we have had some great adventures. My favorite times came 

from our class projects, including the book reports like for black history month. Also, 

I loved teaching you about the election process, and holding our own Santa Lucia 

Election. I have two pieces of advice as you move into fifth grade; one, respect all the 

adults in your life because they want to help you and two, “there are no small parts 

only small actors” (~ author unknown). That second phrase can be applied to life 

because you never know how you can impact someone’s day. Have the best summer! 

       All The Best, 

         Mr. Brady 4
th

 grade teacher 

XO~XO~XO~XO~XO

 

Dear Fifth Grade Class, 
This year was filled with many change. It was a time for growth, physically, mentally, academically, and spiritually. It has 

been a great year and I want you to know that I have enjoyed every moment teaching you. I hope that I kept you busy and 

motivated, while learning skills that will make 6
th
 grade easier. Keep your faith active with daily prayer, attending 

masses/services, and receiving the sacraments. Each one of you has a bright future ahead of you. Work hard, make the 

right choices, and enjoy your summer. Keep me in your prayers, as I will continue to pray for you. See you next year! 

Thank you for everything. 

 

"Remember to treat others the way you WANT to be treated . . . with love and respect.” 

          God bless!  

          Mrs. M.  Piegari 

XO~XO~XO~XO~XO 

Dear Sixth Grade, Dear 6th and 7th grade, 

I am extremely proud of the year we have had. You have all grown and become fine young 

men and ladies. It won't be long until you are students everyone looks up to.  Remember to 

keep your heads on straight and always set a good example! I can't wait to see what you 

accomplish next year! 
          Mr. Jenrich 

XO~XO~XO~XO~XO 
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Dearest 8th Graders (Dalcamo’s Darlings),  
 
I “I’ll Always Remember You” 
Dearest 8th Graders (Dalcamo’s Darlings), 
I want to take this time to wish you the very best as you prepare to enter high 
school. You know I am a “big fan” of meaningful quotes, so take a minute to think 
about each of the following that I have chosen. Many of them I have either used in a 
lesson or possibly you saw them on the walls of our classroom. 

 “Wish it. Dream it. Do it.” 
 “God gave you talents as a gift; praise God by using your gifts well.” 
 “You are the author of your own LIFE STORY.” 
 “Be the change you wish to see in the world.” – Gandhi 
 “Be kind. Work hard. Stay humble. Smile often. Keep honest. Stay loyal. Never stop learning. Don’t 

take things for granted. Be thankful always. Love life! 
 “REMEMBER THAT GOD LOVES YOU AND SO DO I!” 

Much love and congratulations to the Class of 2017. 
                                                                                                                                                      Mrs. Dalcamo 

XO~XO~XO~XO~XO 

 
P.S. To the 6th, 7th and 8th graders this year: I thoroughly enjoyed being your teacher. I will end with one more 
quote, “Your teacher’s goal is simple . . . it is to help you reach yours!”       
 
Dear Santa Lucia Family, 

 Wishing you a wonderful summer. Enjoy and be safe. To our graduating class I 

have always liked this Quote by Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

  "What lies behind us and what lies before us are small matters  

   compared to what lies within us." 

Be the best person that you can be!  

           Love Mrs. Moravec 

 

What makes a teacher really happy? 

 

We may joke about cancelled staff meetings, cookies in the teachers’ lounge (office), and no 

line at the copier . . . and while those things are nice, what really makes a teacher happy is 

looking back over the year and knowing that we 

have played a big part in a child’s growth these 

months together. We may not be perfect, but we may 

have had some amazing days and some hard days, 

but in your heart you know that we gave you, the 

students,  all we could this year. We hope we gave 

you a love of learning, a sense of curiosity, and we 

gave you a piece of ourselves . . . the caring part that 

wants the very best for each child. The end of the 

year may be tiring, but it is also full of satisfaction. 

This is why we do what we do. This is why we teach. 

 

 



 

   Just a Teacher . . . 
 

 

I heard you say the other day, 

“Oh, you’re just a teacher anyway. 

You laugh and play your day away. 

You’re free at 2:45, have your summers off.” 

You snickered softly and even scoffed. 

 

I’m sad to say, that you just don’t see, 

What being a teacher means to me. 

Sure, I laugh and play my day away . . . 

Because learning is fun and that’s just my way. 

If I were free at 2:45 and had my summers off, 

I’d too snicker softly and even scoff . . . 

Unfortunately my paycheck does, but I do not. 

 

But you see Good Sir, Ma’am, Madam or Miss 

Being a teacher is much more than this.  

 

I just teach your child to read and write, 

To just explore and question, 

To just think and be bright. 

I just dry their tears when they’re having a bad day. 

I’m just there for them in each and every way. 

 

Your most precious asset just deserves a lot. 

And being just a teacher, I am not. 

I dare you to just take a closer look. 

For being just a teacher doesn’t come in a book. 

It comes from the heart and it’s a passion you see. 

So, being JUST a teacher is fine by me! 
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Skye Morris, PS 

Elon Stokes, PS 

Mariana Jones, Gr. 4 

Dominic MrZena, PS 

Maximus Palacios, Gr. 3 

Brian Madison, Gr. 2 

Mia Wright, Kdg. 

Kylie Condiff, PS 

Mr. B. Brady, G. 4 
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David Gallegos, Gr. 7 

Sherman Wang, Gr. 8 

Madison Perry, Gr. Kdg.  

Elias Avalos, Gr. 2 

Alyssa Gimenez, Gr. 3 

Cecilia Claudio, Gr. 5 

Jose Diaz, Gr. 7 

Kaitlyn DeFoe, Gr. 6 
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Lexington Zwica, Gr. 2 

Ania Gatheright, Gr. 5 

Helen Liu, Gr. 8 

Jeff He, Gr. 8 

Elijah Escudero, Kdg. 

JiYu Shon, Gr. 2 

Tyler Smith, Gr. 8 

Giuseppe Ursetta, Gr. 7 
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David Gallegos, Gr. 7 

Korben Fernando, Gr. 7 

Liam Nayer, Gr. 8 

Michaela Galvez, Gr. 6 

Mikel Garza, Gr. 7 

Mrs. Dalcamo, Gr. 8 

Lemar Phillips, Gr. 4 

Josiah Hill, PS 

Simeon Garland, Gr. 3 

   
Contrary to the popular misconception, Red Nose Day 2017, which took place on May 25, has nothing to do 

with your nose. While the idea of wearing a bright red ball on your nose might seem like fun and silly, the 

reason the day came into existence is far closer to brutal reality. Red Nose Day is a campaign that attempts to 

fight child poverty which is rising alarming throughout the world. The idea of attracting more people to 

support the cause by doing something memorable yet fun. People were invited to put on red foam noses, which 

eventually became the symbol representing the day and the cause behind it. Laughter is often called the “best 

medicine” when it comes to keeping one’s heart healthy. Hence, Red Nose Day uses laughter as a powerful tool 

to get people together to promote the awareness of an issue as serious as child poverty. We understand there's 

terrible suffering in the world and we're doing something about it. A parishioner from Santa Lucia Church 

sponsored Grades 1 and 5 by purchasing the noses for these students.  This is another way to help our children 

to understand how to become involved.  They were extremely grateful for sharing in this experience. For more 

information, contact rednoseday.org 
 

https://www.yahoo.com/news/www.ibtimes.com/what-red-nose-day-comic-reliefs-fundraising-campaign-end-child-poverty-back-us-third-2482151


11th Ward Boy and Girl 
Earlier in April, the 11th Ward Boy and Girl awards were held.  The 11th Ward Boy and Girl 

event is where children get nominated by their school to represent them at this event.  They 

get nominated for having good grades, being a good student, and helping around their 

community.  Two students from grade 7 and from grade 8 are nominated from each school.  The nominees from 

Santa Lucia this year were David Gallegos-7th, Lydia Claudio-7th, Jocelyn Aguilar-8th, and Carlos Herrera-

8th.  After these students were nominated, they then went through a few different steps which led to the actual 

event later that month.  These steps included writing a paragraph about themselves and going to an interview a 

few weeks before the event.  After the nominees finished all the necessary steps, they waited for the results to 

come in.  On April 37
th

, 2017, the awards ceremony was held.  Although none of our nominees from Santa 

Lucia won the awards, they still did an excellent job.      - Carlos Herrera Gr. 8 

 

8th Grade Events 
This year the Class of 2017 had many fantastic events and as being a part of this class I must say I’m so glad I 

got to experience these events with all my classmates. 

 

 The Navy Pier Boat Trip- On May 5, the Class of 2017 and their parents got to go on a luncheon on a 

boat at Navy Pier.  There was also a DJ and we all had a very fun time. 

 Skit Day/Autograph Book and Ribbon Day-  On May 26, the seventh grade performed skits-  funny 

things- each of the eighth graders have done over the years.  They also made predictions on what each of 

us will be doing in the future.  The eighth graders also wrote things that they “passed down” to the 

seventh graders. The eighth graders also received autograph books and graduation ribbons. 

 Awards/Dinner Dance- On May 30, the eighth graders and their parents came to Maratea Hall for an 

awards and dinner dance. Many awards and certificates were presented to the students. The eighth grade 

presented gifts to their parents and made slideshows for everyone to watch.  

 Ricobene’s Day- During our last week of school, Mrs. Dalcamo took all the eighth graders for lunch at 

Ricobene’s for a fun lunch as a class.       - By Jacalyn Burrows, Gr. 8 

 

Wyoming Trip 
Each year, Big Shoulders offers our 7

th
 grade students the opportunity travel to Wyoming, 

along with their science/history teacher (and occasionally their principal too).  This has 

been going on for the past three years here at Santa Lucia and we’re more than happy to 

keep it going.  All the students who have attended in the past said it was the time of their 

lives!  For the 7
th

 graders to participate to this amazing trip, they must have good grades 

and good behavior. This year’s lucky 7
th

 graders are: Giuseppe Ursetta, Sonya Yang, 

Lydia Claudio, David Gallegos, Korben Fernando, and Jose Diaz. We wish them good 

luck and hope they have as much fun as the previous classes have!  - Teresa Ursetta Gr.8 

 

Walkathon 
On May 16th we had the annual Santa Lucia Walk-a-thon!  We walked around Armour Park to raise money and 

pay the fundraising fee. We walked around the park 3-4 times and then had lunch and spent the day at the park. 

We played baseball and had fun at the park. We also 

went and played ping pong inside the field house! 

We had a very nice time as a school family at the 

walk-a-thon.  – Joey Tracy, Gr. 8 
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Curriculum Fair 
 

This year the Curriculum Fair was successful once again. The Junior High students 

worked in groups to work on research about different countries and offer food 

samples to those who come. The 5th graders researched different states of their choice, creating original game 

boards and travel brochures. The 1st graders wrote prayers drew sketches of their interpretation of Jesus and 

they created their own prayer. The 4
th

 grade researched sacraments. Third grade found information about states 

and displayed them on poster boards. Grade 2 had to recreate something new using recycled materials and made 

commercials about their product. Kdg. made dioramas about Bible Stories. PreSchool made dioramas about 

holidays.  - By Mikel Garza, Gr. 7 

 

Fire Safety Visit 
 

Grades kindergarten to 4 got a visit from a mobile fire safety house.  Mrs. Hoffman set this 

trip up and was nice to invite students from St. Jerome School and St. Therese School. The 

firefighters talked to the students about smoke alarms and a safety plan to get out of their 

homes safely in case of a fire. Then the students had to practice inside the trailer to 

evacuate safely. - By Ogbonna Ugwu-Uche Gr.6 

 

 

CINCO DE MAYO 
On May 5, the entire student body had a deliciously prepared lunch of taquitas and 

rice for the students. The teachers ate homemade guacamole and salsa dips with 

tortilla chips, as well as tostados and tamales. Mrs. Cazares and her helpers made 

this a very special day. This feast was provided through some of the profits from the kids who performed for 

Kids’ Kabaret 2017. On Thursday May 12th, grades 6-8 celebrated Cinco de Mayo!  Mr. Jenrich and the 

students all pitched in to buy tacos.  Everybody got three tacos and afterwards some students were given some 

nachos!  Everybody loved this special taco treat.  At this lunch special, there was also homemade chips and 

guacamole.  The chips and guacamole were devoured within 15 minutes and the tacos didn’t last much longer.  

I believe that everybody enjoyed themselves.  It was nice to get a treat and we have Mr. Jenrich and Mrs. 

Dalcamo to thank for it!  

           - By Lydia Claudio Gr. 7 

 

 

The SEEP Program  
SEEP stands for Summer Educational Enrichment Program.  The children 

go on field trips, have art, do science experiments, and drama. This year’s 

theme is recycling!  Fun fact: in 2009 Americans threw away a lot of glass. 

Teachers: Mrs. Hoffman, Ms. Laura, Mrs. Dalcamo, and Ms. Rogers. 

When: June 12-August 4 

Any grade, student, and child may attend.  There are openings for anyone 

wishing to join us.                                                              
- Michaela Galvez Gr. 6  

 



May the 

Fourth Be 

With You  
 May 4th was 

“Star Wars Day”.  “May 

the force be with you” 

was a quote used in all 

the Star Wars movies. If 

you noticed some of our 

own St. Lucy students 

dressed up like Star Wars 

characters, it was because 

the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 grade 

teachers planned their curriculum to work in Star Wars themed activities for this day. The theme song was 

played over the PA system and an appropriate “Force” prayer was recited encouraging everyone to have an 

exciting day for everyone and to see our favorite character in Star Wars.                       - John Tracy Gr. 8 

 

There were five field trips in May.  

1. Friday, May 5 was the 8th grade boat cruise.  

2. Thursday, May 11 was the Entrepreneur group trip.  

3. Friday, May 12 was the Stock Market Field trip for 8th grade.  

4. Wednesday, May 24 was the 7th grade STEM student’s field trip.  

5. Friday, May 26 was the PreK- 2nd grade Lincoln Park Zoo trip. 

       -By Angel Pagan, Gr. 8 

 

 

Daddy Daughter Dance  
On May 6th, 2016, our school had a “Daddy Daughter Dance”.  Many fathers and daughters showed up.  

Everyone who showed up got to have a fun evening with dinner, music, and live performances by Marai 

Singleton and Arianna Fernando.  Toward the end of the night, some girls were asked to say a few things about 

their fathers and give one reason why they loved them.  Some answers were: “I love my daddy because he’s the 

best”, and “I love my daddy because he supports me and looks out for me”.  It was a very nice dance overall. 

Everyone had an enjoyable time and got to spend some nice quality time with their fathers, uncles, stepfathers, 

and grandpas. It was a night to remember. - By Lydia Claudio Gr.7 
 

Mother/Son Painting Party 
This year we invited mothers and sons to a painting party at the 

Bridgeport Art Center. It was a night where you can paint 

anything you want because it was a freestyle. The mothers and 

sons could enjoy time together at the painting party.   

     - By Mikel Garza Gr.7 
 



 
Taking a Look Back at Lent: 
 
During the past Lenten season, students were presented with a variety of challenges. Here are some 
Lenten facts of activities that you did accomplish. 

 You completed 32 Stations of the Cross in your classroom. 
 You collected 32 pounds of pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald 

House for Children with Cancer. 
 You returned 63 Mite Boxes filled with monetary donations.  
 86 students participated in the Friday Night Stations. 
 Do you remember what “theme” was? 
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Carlos: Where do sharks go 
on summer vacation? 
Sonya: Where? 
Carlos: Finland! 
 
Lydia: Why did the robot go 
on summer vacation? 
Mikel: I haven’t a clue. 

Lydia: He needed to recharge his batteries. 
 
Jacalyn: Why don’t mummies go on summer vacation? 
Ogbonna: I don’t know. 
Jacalyn: They’re afraid to relax and unwind! 
 
Teresa: Where do eggs go on summer vacation? 
Angel: I don’t know. 
Teresa: New Yolk City! 
 
Mrs. Piegari: My son came to visit for summer vacation. 
Michaela: How nice! Did you meet him at the airport? 
Mrs. Piegari: Oh, no. I’ve known him for years! 
 
David: Where do goldfish go on vacation? 
John: Where? 
David: Around the globe! 
 
Kaitlyn: Why can’t basketball players go on summer 
vacation? 
Sarah: Why not? 
Kaitlyn: They’d get called for traveling! 
 
Joey: What did the bread do on vacation? 
Ms. Knapp: What? 
Joey: It loafed around. 
 
Mrs. Moravec: Where did Tarzan go on summer 
vacation? 
Mrs. Cazares: Where? 
Mrs. Moravec: Hollywood and Vine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teacher: Johnny, please use the words “letter carrier” in 
a sentence. 
Johnny: Yes, ma’am. “My dad said that after seeing how 
many things my mom was bringing on vacation, he would 
rather letter carrier own luggage.” 
 
Mrs. Burrows: Where do fleas go for summer vacation? 
Mrs. Herrera: Search me! 
 
Mr. Reyes: What summer vacation destination makes 
your pet bird sing for joy? 
Mrs. Hoffmann: I haven’t a clue. 
Mr. Reyes: The Canary Islands! 
 
Ms. Laura: Where did the sheep go on vacation? 
Ms. Susie: Where? 
Ms. Laura: The Baa-hamas! 
 
Ms. Rogers: What’s gray, has four legs and a trunk? 
Ms. Malabarba: An elephant. 
Ms. Rogers: No, a mouse on vacation. 
 
Ms. Christiano: Where did your mom go for her summer 
vacation? 
Mr. Brady: Alaska. 
Ms. Christiano: Never mind, I’ll ask her myself. 
 
Mrs. Johnson: Why did Humpty Dumpty have a great 
fall? 
Mr. Jenrich: Why? 
Mrs. Johnson: To make up for his miserable summer. 
 
Ms. Sheedy: Where do ants go for vacation? 
Mrs. Dalcamo: Where? 
Ms. Sheedy: Frants 
 
Father Stipe: What’s brown, hairy and wears 
sunglasses? 
Mrs. Grabowski: What? 
Father Stipe: A coconut on vacation! 
 
Student: Why didn’t 
the elephant buy a 
suitcase for his 
vacation?  
Teacher: Why? 
Student: Because he 
already had a trunk! 
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