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Letter from Jesus 

Dear friend,  

 

  How are you? I just had to send you this letter and to tell you how much I love and 

care about you.  I saw you yesterday as you were walking with friends. I waited all day 

hoping you would talk to me also.  As evening drew near, I 

gave you a sunset to close your day, a cool breeze to rest 

you, and I waited.  You never came.  Oh, yes, it hurt me, but I still love you, 

because I am your friend. 

 

  I saw you fall asleep last night, and I longed to touch your cheek, so I spilled 

moonlight upon your pillow and face. Again I waited, wanting to rush down 

so we could talk. I have so many gifts for you. 

 

  You awakened late and rushed off for the day – my tears were in the rain. 

Today you looked so sad, so all alone.  It makes my heart ache because I understand. My friends let me 

down and hurt me many times, too, but I love you. I try to tell you in the quiet green grass. I whisper it in 

the leaves and the trees, and give it the color of the flowers. I shout it to in the mountain streams, and give 

the birds wonderful songs to sing. I clothe you with warm sunshine and perfume the air. My love for you 

is deeper than the oceans and bigger than the biggest want or need you have. 

 

We will spend eternity together in heaven. I know how hard it is on this earth, I really know . . . My 

father wants to help you, too . . . He’s that way, you know. Just call on me, ask me, talk to me . . . But if 

you don’t call, you’ll see . . . I have chosen you and because of this I will wait . . . just because I do love 

you. 

                                                                                              Your friend, 

                                                                                               Jesus 
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Now Thank We 
All Our God 

 
 
One thing I absolutely love about Thanksgiving, 

besides the amazing food, is that it causes us to gather 

around the table with loved ones. Thanksgiving causes 

us to remember and give thanks to God for the many 

blessings we have been given. In his letter to the church 

of Philippi, St. Paul the Apostle encourages us to 

“Rejoice in the Lord always”. Now it doesn’t say to 

rejoice sometimes. It doesn’t say to rejoice only when we 

eat turkey and pumpkin pie. It doesn’t say to rejoice only 

when the stores have huge sales. No, we are encouraged 

to rejoice in the Lord always. 

Is it even possible to be thankful every day of the 

year, instead of just on the day we gather for a 

Thanksgiving dinner with all the fixings? The answer 

surely is yes. The truth is, we will always have many 

reasons to be grateful to God. We are called to praise 

God during the calm seasons in our lives, and during the 

seasons when the storms are raging. Trusting God 

enables us to remain hopeful, joyful, and thankful no 

matter what we’re going through. So when life is going 

exactly the way you want it to, praise God! When life 

seems to be completely falling apart, still praise Him! 

Lift your hands in adoration to Jesus at all times, in 

every season, and for every reason! 

This Holiday Season, let us choose to be grateful, 

joyful, and thankful in all circumstances. Let us choose 

to step out of our comfort zones, and share the joy of the 

Gospel with our friends and family members. Let us 

choose to put the needs of others before our own, and 

show the love of Jesus Christ to those relatives who may 

be a little difficult to love. For such a time as this God 

has chosen us as His hands and feet in this world, so let 

us choose to allow His light to shine so brightly through 

us to others. That way, our good deeds will give glory to 

our Father in Heaven! 

On behalf of all of us here at Santa Lucia, I want 

to wish you a Happy Thanksgiving! 

  

Fr. Stipe Renić, OFM 

Administrator 

 

Leaves have fallen, the air is cool and crisp! 

Winter is rapidly approaching, and the 

holidays are upon us already. It feels just 

yesterday the new school year was beginning, 

and here we are with the holidays upon us. 

 What a joyful time of year! It is so easy to be 

thankful around Santa Lucia.  

 

As I pass through the halls, I see my hard 

working students, my loving teachers, and my 

generous volunteers. I thank God for each 

and every person, who makes Santa Lucia a 

joyful place to learn and grow. 

 

I’m particularly excited to be sharing with my 

mission work with my students this year! 

Every June, my mission group, Blue Train 

Leadership, and I venture to Navajo Nation to 

work in the schools on the Native American 

Reservation. The Navajo students, like us at 

Santa Lucia, are learning in Catholic Faith-

Based schools. Blue Train and I have done a 

tremendous amount of work at St. Joseph’s 

Mission school in San Fidel, New Mexico. I’m 

thankful to be sharing my work with my 

students. Check out Marai Singleton’s article 

regarding the Blanket Ministry that Blue 

Train Leadership hosts every year! 

 

I am thankful to work with such incredible 

students and staff, and I’m thankful to be 

fulfilling my vocation of being a leader in a 

Catholic Faith-Based school. I feel blessed to 

be doing Christ’s work daily with such a 

joyful group of children. 

 

                       Joyfully yours, 

                      Miss Sheedy, Principal 
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Simeon Garland (4) – “I am thankful for my family 

because my family is fun. They are nice and peaceful. I 

am thankful for God because He made me on this earth. I 

am thankful for this school so I can get the education to 

help me.” 

 

Chad Hillard (4) – “I am thankful for my parents. I really 

love them even if I don’t show it. Sometimes I get angry, 

but I still love them.  I am thankful for the food I get on the dinner table each and every day. That is what 

I am thankful for.” 

 

Alyssa Gimenez (4)  – “I am thankful for my family, food, God, Jesus, pets, and my friends. I am 

thankful for them because my family is always there for me. I get food every day. I am thankful for God 

and Jesus because they made me. I am thankful for friends because they are there for me, too.  Pets adore 

me, and I adore them. I am thankful for my teachers for teaching me the things I need to make great 

choices. I am thankful for Miss Sheedy because she is there when we need her.” 

 

Makiyah Meeks (4) – “I am thankful for my family and friends because they are always by my side.  I am 

thankful for my food that mom puts on the table. I thank my parents for letting me have a cute dog that I 

love. I am thankful to God for His love. I am thankful for my school. If I did not go to this school, I would 

have never met my great friends and the teachers who do different things in my subjects to help me learn. 

Without God, my family, and my friends I would not be the person that I am.” 

 

Tife Ogunsola (4) – “I am thankful for my friends, my teachers, and my family. 

My family gives me the food that I need to eat and the love I need. My teachers 

give me all the things I need to learn that I will need for my future. My friends 

give me all the support I need even if we all get in trouble. The most important 

thing that I am thankful for is God and Jesus. They love me, and I love them 

back. They all love me no matter what!” 

 

Rogelio Galvez (4) – “I am thankful for friends. They always are there for me. I 

am thankful for family. They support me. I am thankful for my life. I am 

thankful to be alive, so I could have friends, family, and other things.” 

 

Danielle Miller (4) – “I am thankful for my family because they give me what I need. For example, they 

give me food, clothes, a home, and a bed to sleep on. They also make me happy by celebrating my 

birthday and all the holidays together. They also let me do fun things like sports. They will let me sign up 

for gymnastics, volleyball, basketball, baseball, and hockey. Anything I want, they give me. I love my 

family. That is one more reason why I am thankful for them.” 

 

Brianna Sicora (4) – “I am thankful for many things, but I am most thankful for my siblings. I have two 

sisters named Adrianna and Luciana. Luciana is two years old and Adrianna is three. Without my 

siblings, my family would be incomplete. Every day my sisters give me warm hugs and it makes the rest 

of the day better. I love my sisters and I am very thankful for them.”  

 

Lexington Zwica (3) – “I am thankful for my family and my friends because my 

family is always there for me when I need help. I hope my grandpa is feeling well.” 

 

Leonard Webster III (3) – “I am thankful for my family, the veteran people, the 

angels, Jesus, God, and Mary. I love my school. This is what I am thankful for.” 
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Enya Finlayson (3) – “I am thankful for everything I have and my parents. 

I am thankful for my grandma who passed away and my grandpa, hoping 

that he feels better. I have thankful for a great Thanksgiving with my 

cousins and my grandpa.” 

 

Isaac Calhoun (3) – “ I am thankful for my mom, dad, and my great 

grandma.  I am also thankful for my friends, Leonard, Lex, Enya, and 

David, Mrs. Joyce and my cat.  I have lots of things to be thankful for.” 

 

David Link (3) – “I am thankful for family, my puppy, sports, shelter, clothing, church, school, air, my 

birthday, Jesus, God, Mary, and everyone in heaven.” 

 

Dazani Holmes (5) – “These are the many thinks that I am grateful to have. I am 

thankful for my mom being there for me. She inquires about my day at school, 

and helps my brothers and I with our homework. The next thing I am grateful 

for is that I am in a good school. Being at Santa Lucia will enhance my skills to 

better prepare me for high school. In addition, I have good friends that I can 

trust. Anytime I experience issues I can confide in my friends without anyone else 

knowing my business. In conclusion, I am grateful for my mom, my school, and 

my friends because some people don’t have these things.” 

 

Devyon May (5) – “I am grateful for my mother for taking care of me and for 

helping me with my homework. I appreciate all the thinks our grandmother does for us.  I admire my 

cousin for standing up for me.” 

 

Ixta Delgado (5) – “ I am thankful for my family. The reason I am thankful for my family is because they 

are there when I am feeling down or when I need them in general. The other thing I am grateful for is my 

teachers. The reason I am grateful for my teachers is because they help me get smarter. One thing I am 

especially value is my life because I would not have the great things I have without a life. The last thing I 

appreciate is my home. The reason I appreciate my home is because my life would be so different without 

a roof over my head and my family’s ,too. Thank you to everyone in my life.” 
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During this season of fall, the preschoolers have been learning about farming, changes in weather, and 

Halloween and Thanksgiving. The preschoolers went on their first field trip of the year and visited Johansen 

Pumpkin Farm. Not only did we have a great time but were blessed with great weather too.  

I asked the 3 year old class what they liked best about the pumpkin patch and the 4 year old students four year 

old class what they are thankful for. Their responses are below! We hope you and your families have a great 

Thanksgiving!! 

 

              PreK3                                                                                       PreK4___________ 

Kaija Alejo liked going on the slide. Esiequiel Alejo is thankful for his mom and dad. 

Taylor Battaglia liked the corn maze. Bess Burke is thankful for her cat. 

Lila Donnelly liked feeding the animals. Marain Catedral is thankful for her family. 

Lily Holt liked all the pumpkins. Diamond Diaz is thankful for her toys. 

Logan Jorgensen liked all pumpkins. Savannah Donnelly is thankful that she can help 

others. 

Aiden Kwan liked jumping in the bouncy house. Melvin Jefferson is thankful for his mom and dad. 

Emily Livingston liked the bouncy house. Sky Morris is thankful for her food. 

Lucas Livingston liked all the pumpkins.  

Emma Shortino like jumping in the bouncy house. 

Julia Shortino liked the slide. 

Adrianna Sicora liked the corn maze. 

Ahnik Sil liked the animals. 

Donna Maher liked going on the slide. 

Gabriel Alonso liked the train ride. 

K-2 Classroom News   by Nicholas Barragan, Gr. 7 

 

Grade K     The kindergarten class is learning about math patterns and recognizing numbers. They’re also 

ordering numbers. In reading the class is working with a book called “Super Kids”.  In the reading series, the 
students get to meet new characters.  Right now, the “super kid” they’re learning about right now is “Doc”. 
 

Grade 1 Some of the students are beginning SRA. This is an independent reading/phonics series. Also in 

reading they are finishing short vowels. Once they finish up that, they will begin Unit 4, which focuses on silent 
sneaky “E” and long vowels.  In religion they are memorizing the 10 Commandments while learning what they 
mean.  In math they are enjoying their new math journal. The first grade has a monthly mystery box. They 
must try to figure out what is inside by figuring it out using math skills. They are starting to use sentences that 
have “I wonder” or “I have noticed” in them. Grade 1 is also excited about getting to read in church again, they 
are also excited about Kids Kabaret and the Christmas show. The 1st graders definitely like to perform. 
 

Grade 2 In Social Studies they had the farmer come and is learning about Thanksgiving, also going to 

start study guide so they can be ready for the first Social Studies test. In Science they’re learning about how 
plants and animals live together and depend on each other. In religion they are learning about saints and each 
student got a saint to research and got a sheet about their saint. In math they are learning how to trade 
pennies for a dime, time to half hour, fractions, fun symmetry projects, and did a fun problem with the Erikson  



math coach on how to count by twos. In reading they started a book club called “Super 2nd grade book club”. 
Their first chapter book is called “Frog and Toad Together”.  In English and Spelling they wrote a creative 
story called “Turkey Tom” in which a turkey disguises himself so he wouldn’t be eaten. 
 

Grade 3-5 Class News   by Mikel Garza Gr.8 

 
 

Grade 3  In Religion, the third grade class has been reading about the Walls of Jericho, Tower of 

Babel, and Samson and Delilah. They have also written Christmas cards to Jacob Thompson.  In 
math, they are learning multiplication with the number 0-4 and they are learning to understand time. 
In Science, they are working with experiments. One was a “Witches Brew” which is a STEM activity 
and the other was a Candy Corn experiment. For creative writing, they wrote a story on 9/11. 
 

Grade 4  In 4th grade the students are learning about the different climate and vegetation regions 

of the world, taking their first test, and fine tuning their skills on map. In Religion they have been going 
over the 10 Commandments. For reading they are incorporating STEM learning into their book 
reports. They’re also learning about Historical Fiction books (when the story is about a real event, but 
the characters aren’t). 
       

Grade 5  Mrs. Piegari’s 5th graders have been working on fractions, percentages, and STEM 

Math challenges. In Reading they’re learning about characterization and using a thesaurus to help 
make writing more interesting or descriptive. In History they have been reading the finalization of the 
colonies and the beginning of the American Revolution. They also watched a movie, “The Fighting 
Sullivan’s”, as part of their Veteran’s Unit. For Religion they have been learning about the 12 
apostles. For Science the 5th graders recently did an experiment that involved using bubbles to learn 
about their lung capacity/respiratory system. They also are learning about the ecosystem of Illinois 
and organisms from decomposers to apex predators.  
 

Grade 6-8 Class News  by Marai Singleton Gr.6 

                

Grade 6 The 6th grade class is reading, “Is There a God?” as part of their religion class. They are 

also preparing for a history and science test. In math they are doing a 15-problem solving project. 
 

Grade 7 7th grade is finishing the book “The Outsiders” along with 8th grade for Literature. They 

are also preparing for a test with 6th grade for science. The test will mostly be about nonrenewable 
and renewable resources. In 7th grade math, they are learning about integers. Last, but not least, the 
7th graders are taking it back to the 1800s in History. 
 

Grade 8 The 8th grade class is preparing for confirmation with the 7th graders for religion.  In 

science the 8th grade class is learning about adaptation. Finally, the 8th grade class is also learning 
about the United States Constitution in History. 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A man went one Thanksgiving to get a turkey 
from a live poultry farm. “Do you have any 
turkeys going cheap?” he asked. “Nope,” said the 
owner, “all our turkeys go gobble, gobble.” 
 
Q. Why can’t you take a turkey to church? 
A. Because they use fowl language 
 
Q. What’s the most musical part of a 
turkey? 
A. The drumstick. 
 
Q. Which cat discovered America? 
A. Christofurry Columbus. 
 
Knock, knock.  
Who’s there? 
Harry. 
Harry who? 
Harry up, I’m getting 
hungry for pumpkin pie! 
 
Q. Which side of the turkey has the most 
feathers? 
A. The outside, of course. 
 
Q. Why did the turkey get in trouble at 
school? 
A. He was cornu-copying. 
 
Q. What smells the best during 
Thanksgiving dinner? 
A. Your nose. 
 
Q. Why did the Indian chief wear so many 
feathers? 
A. To keep his wigwam. 
 

Knock, knock.  
Who’s there? 
Arthur. 
Arthur who? 
Arthur any leftovers? 
 
Q. How did the Mayflower show that it 
liked America? 
A. It hugged the shore. 
 
Q. How does every parade begin? 
A. With a “P”. 
 
Q. What do you get if you divide the 
circumference of an apple by its diameter? 
A. Apple pi. 
 
Q. If a large turkey is called a gobbler, what 
do y0u call a small one? 
A. A goblet. 
 
Knock, knock.  
Who’s there? 
Dewey. 
Dewry who? 
Dewey have to wait long to eat? 
 
Q. What sound does a turkey’s iPhone 
make? 
A. Wing, wing! 
 
Q. What is a pumpkin’s favorite sport? 
A. Squash. 
 
We’re having the same thing this year for 
Thanksgiving dinner as last year:  RELATIVES! 
 
Q. Why did the turkey cross the road? 
A. It was the chicken’s day off. 
 
Q. What always comes at the end of 
Thanksgiving? 
A. The letter “G”. 
 
Q. Why does dealership sell so many cars 
at Thanksgiving? 
A. Everyone wants an autumn-mobile. 

  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Funny+Turkey+Clip+Art&FORM=IRIBIP
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=VueefKxJ&id=F3AC8143C55B4708FA4A15DBABB1730538FCE4A8&thid=OIP.VueefKxJjlHO3az8UQ2mjQEVDh&q=laughing+turkey+clip+art&simid=607998492856289042&selectedIndex=91
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=pFJLdziU&id=CD108D8AAB53EC72A4A977D412ED27D5CD0F6D93&thid=OIP.pFJLdziUFrPLSbJmC18WYQEsDh&q=Adult+Turkey+Clip+Art&simid=607991393293108483&selectedIndex=18


Birthdays 
 
Q. Why do pilgrims’ pants always 
fall down? 
 

 
 
A. Because they wear their belt 
buckles on their hats. 

October 

 

10 Ms. Ashley Rogers, Kdg. 

12 David Link, Gr. 3 

16 Brianna Sicora, Gr. 4 

22 Leonard Webster III, Gr. 3 

26 Arsenio Sales, Gr. 1 

November 

  
Q. Why do turkeys lay eggs? 
A. Well, if they just dropped them, they’d break. 
 
Q. What did the turkey 
say before it was 
roasted? 
A. Wow, I’m stuffed. 
 
Knock, knock.  
Who’s there? 
Nadia. 
Nadia who? 
Nadia head when you 
say, “gobble, gobble!” 

4 Emma Shortino, PS 

4 Julia Shortino, PS 

4 Emily Livingston, PS 

4 Lucas Livingston, PS 

9 Alexia Escudero, Gr. 7 

12 Ms. Knapp Stack, Gr. 1 

15 Bess Burke, PS 

16 Rogelio Galvez, Gr. 4 

21 Mrs. Susie Sheppard, PS 

23 Nicholas Barragan, Gr. 7 

26 Isaac Calhoun, Gr. 3 

28  Olivia Barragan, Gr. 2 
 

Halloween 

Field Trip    

by Nicholas Barragan Gr. 7 

 

Grades kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, and 5th went to the 

pumpkin patch.  They visited Sonny Acres Farm on 

a brisk fall day on October.  The students got to go 

on lots of rides.  They really liked the spinning 

strawberries, the cars, the train ride, and the big 

swings.  It seemed like everyone loved the giant 

slide most of all.  I even heard that a few 

chaperones and Miss Christiano went on the huge, 

towering slide!  They went on a spooky hayride 

through haunted forest with great decorations!  

They enjoyed lunch and got to see some animals 

like sheep, geese, ducks, hens and a rooster and 

even a cow.  Before getting back on the school bus, 

the teachers got a box of goodies for the students, 

which included a pumpkin, a coloring page, a 

Halloween spider ring and pencil. Sounds like 

everyone really enjoyed a day at the farm! 

 

Spanish Program 
by Lydia Claudio Gr. 8          

 
This year, Santa Lucia School is proud to welcome 
our new Spanish teacher, Ms. Lucy!  The 6th, 7th& 
8th graders have had their Spanish class together so 
far. This year’s Spanish class will be more than just 
learning phrases and pronouncing the alphabet. 
We’re going to be learning how to Salsa dance, and 
even how to make certain dishes! We’ll be learning 
how to properly speak the language; but we were 
told that this year we will be doing lots of exciting 
activities in Spanish. This will be a very exciting 
language class this year! 



Edmund M. Mallo, 92, beloved husband of the late Lorraine Mallo. 

Loving father of Kathleen (Carlos), Patricia (Ronald), and Janet (Jim). Adored grandfather of 
Daniel, Melissa (Robert), Christina (Jason), Trisha, and Kimberly. Cherished great-
grandfather of Jason, Quentin, and Grant. Dear uncle of many nieces and nephews. St. 
Symphorosa Catholic Church. 
During this holiday season, as families gather together, we will be thinking of our dear friend 
of Santa Lucia, Mrs. Janet Funk.  Many of you may remember Mrs. Funk as our 7

th
 grade 

homeroom teacher and junior high math teacher.  She spent 36 years as a teacher at Santa 
Lucia school teaching math to grades 6, 7, and 8.  She was an active participant in all the 
school and parish events, playing the organ for so many events.  She loved music and math, 

and even taught the xylophone and recorder to her students to perform each Christmas for the school.  In 
addition to all of this, and the numerous committees she served on, she was also the vice principal for 
numerous years.  In June of 2014, Mrs. Funk said good-bye to her Santa Lucia family, to be closer to her 
beloved father (who happened to live next door to her for the last 27 years) in the Garfield Ridge area.  This 
allowed her to care for her elderly father while still being able to do what she loved- educate children.  She is 
currently the grade 8 homeroom teacher and math teacher for junior high at St. Symphorosa School.  
 

   Advent
             by Alexia Escudero Gr. 7 

 
This year Advent starts on December 3rd, and 
there are a lot of activities planned. In addition to 
the All School masses, we will also be having a 
prayer service every Thursday in December. We 

will be participating in a 
food drive this December, 
donating all the collections 
to God’s Closet in Trinity 
Lutheran Church in 
Bridgeport. There will be a 
family mass December 17. 
The advent theme for this 
year is “Let’s Put the 
CHRIST Back into 

CHRISTmas”. Students will make Christmas 
cards for families on a reservation in New Mexico. 
Lastly, there will be a Bible passage read over the 
P A system in the morning, and afterwards there 
will be a reflection on said Bible passage.  
 

Mission Blanket 
by Marai Singleton Gr. 6 

 

Miss Sheedy, our school’s lovely principal, travels to 
New Mexico every year in June to visit the Navajo 
Nation. The Navajo Nation is a reservation for Native 
Americans. Miss Sheedy visits the reservation with a 
group named The Blue Train Leadership, and helps 
the grammar schools during the day time. The 
children, along with Miss Sheedy and other 
volunteers, do many activities after school known as 
STREAM. STREAM stands for Science, Technology, 
Religion, Engineering, Art, and Math. Besides t the 
STREAM program, the kids also do a running club to 
promote a healthy lifestyle. The Blue Train 
Leadership does this because they believe that God 
calls us to be people of mercy. Miss Sheedy 
personally loves hanging around the Native 
Americans and learning about their culture. Miss 
Sheedy works on this project to help the Native 
Americans throughout the winter. Miss Sheedy is 
asking everyone to make, or give, new blankets for 
the Native Americans. 
 

Veterans’  

Day                                                                                  

On November 10, 2017, we celebrated Veterans’ Day (actual Veterans’ Day 

date is 11/11) with an All School Mass. Student Council was in charge of bringing 

up the several American flags and the names of Veterans that were placed in a 

basket at the beginning of the mass. Members of the council also served as lectors 

for this special mass. We invited all veterans that were there to come to the altar. 

What better way to show our appreciation towards the veterans who bravely 

served this great country than with prayers. 

by Ogbonna 

Ugwu-Uche  

Gr. 7 
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Altar Servers by Sonya Yang Gr. 8 
 This year Santa Lucia School welcomed three new altar 

servers Juan De La Mora (6),
 
Danielle Miller (4), and Rogelio 

Galvez (4). They have been serving for about a month and a half 

now. Being an altar server is a very special thing and is quite a 

responsibility. These students have done a great job and hope 

they continue their efforts. I have asked them about what they 

like about being an official altar server.  

Danielle Miller 4
th

 Grade: “I have always watched the altar 

servers, and I always wished to be one of them. I enjoy doing 

mass because it allows me to be more involved in the mass. I 

must engage myself. I have served about three masses since my Investiture. My favorite part of the mass is 

when we blow out the candles with the giant sniffer.” 

Rogelio Galvez 4
th

 Grade: “Serving the mass is very important to me. It makes me more involved in the mass, 

and I love giving my time to God. I have served about four masses since my Investiture. I hope soon I’ll be able 

to carry the cross. My favorite part is pouring the water with the cruquets.” 

Juan De La Mora 6
th

 Grade: “I love serving mass. I enjoy being in God’s presence. Ever since I started serving I 

feel more in touch with God. I have served about five masses since my Investiture. My favorite part is the 

opening and closing processions.” 

 

Halloween 

6th-8th Grade 

Skits 
 by Marai Singleton Gr.6 

 

Grades 6-8th created Halloween 

skits for the whole school. The 8th 

graders did their skit about the 

spirits of ancestors. 7th grade did 

their skit about a witch. 6th grade 

was split into two groups. One 

group was Cecilia, Quan, and 

Nehemiah. Their play was about a 

haunted house and a teddy bear. 

The last group was Andres, Marai, 

and Sebastian. Their skit was about 

two kids in a graveyard.  The 

school students really enjoyed them 

just as much as he kids who 

performed them! 
 

The 

House 
 by Lydia Claudio Gr. 8 

 

On October 27th, our school (6th, 7th, and 8th graders) 
hosted a Halloween Haunted House (classrooms) from 
6:30-8:00p.m. It was an open invitation to all students 
and their families. Our Haunted house was no doubt a 
success! The kids had lots of fun going on a haunted tour 
of our school and playing games down in the basement! 
Miss Sheedy was the tour guide for the night, while the 
rest of the volunteer students hid behind objects and in 
classrooms wearing their costumes and stage makeup. 
All of the kids were very brave and made it through the 
entire haunted house! Some even came back to go 
through a second time. Overall it was a very exciting 
night full of laughter and a few screams here and there, 
but without a doubt everyone had fun. We can’t wait to 
see what other grades will do for Halloween next year! 
 



          by Sonya Yang, Gr. 8                                                      Wyoming
 

The Brush Creek Ranch Science Enrichment Program gives 

seventh graders a one in a lifetime experience. This program is arranged 

by The Big Shoulders Fund. The Big Shoulders Fund provides support for 

Catholic Schools. Each school involved can send seven students and a 

teacher to be in the program. Last year, Sonya Yang and Lydia Claudio 

went to Wyoming along with Miss Sheedy and Mr. Jenrich. Brush Creek 

Ranch is in the heart of the Platte River Valley in Southeastern Wyoming. 

The selected students will attend STEM-focused program. The program 

will send these students for free with their teachers to Staddle Camp at 

Brush Creek Ranch in Saratoga Wyoming. The program is a six-day trip. 

The students learn about animal tracks, the difference between predator and prey, taking and testing water samples, 

and learning about constellations. Students go horseback riding, rafting zip lining, and do rope courses. Mr. Jenrich 

is the lead teacher for the program.  He will guide these students so that they are prepared for the awesomeness of 

Wyoming and he’ll travel with the students to Wyoming. This trip is the perfect chance to broaden science 

knowledge, especially in nature.  It will allow you to try new things, make awesome friends, and have the best 

time. Santa Lucia students have gone to Wyoming for seven years now. Lydia Claudio and Sonya Yang loved 

going to Wyoming, and if you asked any alumni who participated, they’d surely say the same.  

 

… means Gang Resistances Education And Training. G.R.E.A.T
 by Michaela Galvez Gr.7 

 
Ixta Delgado (5): GREAT was so much fun. On the first day we welcomed Officer Casey 
to the class. After that we began with some vocabulary. Sometimes we would do plays 
and write about the cause and effect or the main idea of the story. On the last day we had 
a vocabulary test and all of us got prizes. After that was over we got certificates and took 
a picture. All of us said our goodbyes. Now we will use what we learned in hard 
situations.” 
Rogelio Galvez (4): “GREAT was great. Officer Cassy was nice. It was fun, and we 
learned about how to prevent bullying, not joining gangs, vocab, and took a fun quiz.” 
For 6th, 7th, and 8th- we are still learning it, but we have learned how to say “no” to peer 
pressure, vocabulary, and more! 
 

New Windows                         by Ogbonna Ugwu-Uche Gr. 7 

 
Recently, generous donors to Santa Lucia School and Parish has made it possible to 
install new windows in grades K,1,3,5,7, and 8. Each class room looks newly updated.  
This makes everything look livelier and brighter in my opinion. These recent changes 
are what make the school looks better and better. A huge shout out to all the people 
who donated towards this school improvement project! 
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Dr. Seussical the Musical                       
by Mikel Garza Gr.8 
 

 On November 16th, our school visited 

Morton West High School in Berwyn, Illinois 

to watch a musical 

based on the Dr. 

Seuss book “Horton 

Hears a Who!” Dr. 

Seussical the Musical 

had 2 acts with an 

intermission between 

acts.  We were able to 

eat our lunches 

during this break in the show. The second act 

was a little shorter.  Afterwards, some 

students even got to go on stage and meet the 

actors. Other of our students also asked 

questions that were answered by some of the 

actors over the microphone.  All in all, the 

student body seemed to really enjoy this show 

and can’t wait to see what they will show 

next year!  Thanks Mrs. H. and Gabby, for 

making this trip possible! 

 

Science on the Go                              

by Michaela Galvez Gr.7 
 
Science on the Go is a professional 
development program designed to help 

K-8 students become 
more involved with 
science through 
NGSS-aligned lessons 
that are hands-on, 
inquiry-based, and 
incorporate 
cooperative learning. 

For more than 25 years, experienced 
education staff has been working side-by-
side with teachers in classrooms 
throughout Chicago. The theme for 

grades 2 and 3 is Water All Around Us.  
Some of the other topics covered 
were “Water in Chicago”, “Lake 
Michigan”, “The Power of Water”, “The 
Quality of the Chicago River “ and much 
more. 
 In grades 6Th/7th/8th they learned about 
bugs and got up close with live bugs and 
snakes. 
The 4th and 5th grades learned about 
Chicago’s nature ecosystem plants, 
animals, decomposers, fungus, 
depredators, pill bugs, roly poly, bugs, 
and turtles. Science on the Go added a 
new twist to our class. 

 
The New Math 
Program         by Sonya Yang Gr.8 

 
 Teachers and students in Preschool to 
second grade are trying a new math 
program. The new math program comes 
from the Erikson Institute. The Erikson 
Institute sends a professional to help coach 
the teachers. This coach comes twice a 
month. On the first day, the teacher picks a 
complex math problem to plan with their 
coach.  On day two, the teacher instructs the 
lesson with guidance and input from the 
coach.  This helps the students think about 
math in a totally new way. The students can 
be more involved by using manipulatives and 
making math 
even more 
hands on. This 
project will run a 
course of two 
years total. 
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Volunteer Counselor                              by Ogbonna Ugwu-Uche Gr.7 

 

Recently, Santa Lucia School has gotten a new counselor. She is volunteering so we 

all thank her for her helpful services. Her job focuses on 

listening and talking with any students dealing with the 

problems they may face, like family, self-issues, friends, 

peer pressure, divorce, school etc.  Sometimes students 

need to share their feelings with somebody who they feel 

won’t judge them.  She offers her help every other 

Tuesday.  Hopefully any students who feel the need will 

share their feelings with her and feel better about anything 

bothering them. It’s always good to have someone to talk 

to. 
 

C r s m s h w        by Alexia Escudero Gr. 7   h i t a S o
This year’s annual Christmas Show will be on December 21st. It will include classics 

like “The Little Drummer Boy”, “Christmas Don’t Be Late”, “Jingle Bells”, “I Believe in 

Santa Claus”, “Holly Jolly Christmas”, “Let It Snow”, and many more! The annual 

Christmas Nativity story will be performed by the Kindergarten class (with a little 

help from their 3rd grade buddies).  The songs will be well choreographed and will be 

fun to watch. The students always put hard work into their routine. We at Santa 

Lucia hope you will be able to attend. 
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