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What was it like watching him pray?
When he saw a rainbow, did he ever mention a flood?
When he saw a lamb led to slaughter,
did he act differently?
Did the thought ever occur to you that the God to
whom you were praying was asleep in your arms?
Did he ever come home with a black eye?
How did he act when he got his first haircut?
Did he do well in school?
Did you ever scold him?
Did he ever wake up afraid?
Who was his best friend?
What did he and his cousin John talk about as kids?
Did you ever think, That’s God eating my soup?
Read to Succeed is a free educational program sponsored by Six Flags
Theme Parks. The program encourages students in grades K through 6
to engage in recreational reading. Students who complete six hours of
recreational, non-school-related reading are eligible to earn a free
admission ticket to a participating Six Flags Theme Park. Recreational
reading including newspapers, comic books, novels, and nonfiction
counted. Students can read on their own, or parents can read to
younger students. We congratulate the following teachers and students who
participated in this year’s Read to Succeed.
Gr. 1: Ms. D. Knapp: Alana Diaz, Elijah Escudero, Arriel Huff, Denzel Lee, Maxwell
Lee, Rebecca Lopez, Jiyu Shan, Arsenio Sales, Chanel Simpson. Gr. 2: Ms. L.
Christiano: Isabella Galvez. Gr. 3: Ms. J. Malabarba: Leonard Webster III, Lexington
Zwica, David Link, Enya Finlayson, Isaac Calhoun. Gr. 4 Mr. Brady: Roger Galvez,
Simeon Galvez. Gr. 5: Mrs. M. Piegari, Ixta Delgado, Dazani Holmes.

The last days of school are upon
us. I hope that it has been a good year
for all of the children of Santa Lucia
School. The ability to learn and be
creative is an incredible privilege. During
the school year, many families were very
busy and ‘overscheduled’. Let the
upcoming weeks of summer be an
opportunity for rest and relaxation
without being on a scheduled time.
Dear
Santa
Lucia
School
students, I hope your summer days will
also be filled with a sense of innocence
and wonder. Joy and wonder is not a
luxury, but a necessity. Small moments
of joy and a feeling of wonder can give
us meaning in a sometimes chaotic
world.
Play games! You are lucky if you have people in your
life capable of engaging in play and silly games.
Read. Choose beautifully illustrated non-fiction
books and discover the wonders of science, history, and
nature. Read lovely children’s poetry to attune yourself to
the beauty of language and metaphor. Dive into highquality children’s fiction that rouses imagination and
encourages deeper thinking, sparking your intellectual
curiosity.
Cultivate beauty. Incorporate rituals and traditions
that nurture beauty, wonder, and peace. Simple pleasures,
like taking 10 minutes at bedtime to talk about your day,
create moments of joy. Well-chosen rituals can foster an
environment that invites us to slow down and enjoy the
peace of a slower pace.
Explore Nature. We are all attuned to the wonders
of nature. Discover the joy of walking barefoot through
grass or the thrill of discovering a bird’s nest. Go for a walk
in your neighborhood. Set a birdfeeder outside your
kitchen window.
“And men go abroad to admire the heights of
mountains, the mighty waves of the sea, the broad tides of
rivers, the compass of the ocean, and the circuits of the
stars, yet pass over the mystery of themselves without a
thought.” ― St. Augustine of Hippo, Confessions
Father Stipe Renić, OFM
Parish Administrator

Summer is Here!!
Summer is here! School is done!
Can you believe it?! You’re one
year older and wiser than when
we started in the fall. Take a
look back on all that you’ve
learned. Take a look back on all
that you’ve been through…the
joyous memories, the silly antics,
the tedious projects, the hard
work…you’ve accomplished a
great deal in the last 9 months!
You should all be proud of your
successes this year!
For me, this time of year is
bittersweet. It feels that only a
short time ago; I was introducing
myself to all of you. Now with a
heavy heart, I’m saying farewell.
It has been an honor and
pleasure to serve the students
and families of Santa Lucia.
Though I wish our time together
was longer, I am going to keep
the friendships and fond
memories close to my heart!

You are all meant for greatness. I
believe that Christ calls us each
by name, and all of you are being
called for wonderful things!
With you all in Christ,
Miss Sheedy, Principal

“Spirit”
3017 S. Wells

Staff

Chicago, IL 60616

santaluciaschool.net*
It is time to meet the press! The staff of the school paper, “Spirit”, consists of students who volunteer to meet several
times a year selecting topics for print, gather necessary information, meet critical deadlines, and have fun. We are very
proud to introduce the following students and thank them for their input and enthusiasm. You made the school proud
of your accomplishments and hard work!
*Visit our school website and download your own copy! Look under “Student Life”

Editor~Sonya Yang, Grade 8: “Hello, my name is Sonya Yang. I am the co-editor of the
Spirit newspaper. I have been participating in the newspaper since the 5th grade. I am an
8th grader and this will be my last year on the newspaper. I have learned so much by being
on the newspaper. The newspaper is a great way to get involved with the school. Also, it
sharpens your writing skills and communication skills. I thank Mrs. Piegari for making it
possible. Mrs. Piegari puts all of our articles into a beautiful and colorful newspaper. Mrs.
Piegari is retiring this year and I hope that the newspaper will continue without her. Thank
you Mrs. Piegari.”
Assistant Editor~Alexia Escudero, Grade 7: “It has been a crazy year for everyone with all
the school’s activities and fundraisers like the Haunted House, the Christmas Show, or even
Kids Kabaret. But it has also been a fun year, too. The most fun thing of the school year, I
think, would be being a part of the newspaper staff covering these events. This is my second
year of being on this staff, and it gets better with each article I write. I love being on the
newspaper and you better believe it when I say I will be on it next year! Another fun thing
about being on this staff would be the deadlines because it prepares you for the real world.
No matter what your job will be you will always have deadlines, and being on the newspaper
prepares you for that. So, in closing, this is one of my last articles of the year, and now thank
you Santa Lucia for yet another wonderful year. This is Alexia Escudero signing off (for
now).”
Assistant Editor~Ogbonna Ugwu-Uche, Grade 7: “Hello. My name is Ogbonna Ugwu-Uche.
I am a member of the Santa Lucia School newspaper. I was intrigued by this job because I
wanted to keep all the students at the school informed. I intend on being on the newspaper
for next year. My sisters were also on the newspaper, and I wanted to follow in their
footsteps. This year's newspaper meetings were more interesting than last year's. I think
being on this newspaper was no mistake. I loved working along with some of my friends.”
STAFF/REPORTERS:
Lydia Claudio, Grade 8: “My name is Lydia, I am in the 8th grade, and I will be graduating
on June 1st 2018. I have been on the newspaper for two years now, and I will say that the
newspaper has done many great things for me. Mrs. Piegari and Mrs. Knapp have been very
good editors. They tell me whether or not they think my article needs work, or whether or
not it is perfect. Because of this, I have become an excellent writer, and because I have many
people (students and staff) encouraging me on my writing and helping me to become better.
I came in as one of the top 10 finalists in the Do The Write Thing writing competition. I am

very grateful to have been on the newspaper; it has been a great experience for me. I will
hopefully continue to write for another newspaper as I begin high school. Thank you Mrs.
Piegari and Mrs. Knapp, for being so supportive and helpful to me during my time on the
newspaper!”
Jose Diaz, Grade 8: “I am Jose Manuel Diaz and I am a member of the newspaper. I have
been on the newspaper for about two months and it was fun. It helps you to learn more
about the school.”
Mikel Garza, Grade 8: “My name is Mikel Garza; this is my 3rd and last year being a part
of Santa Lucia School’s student newspaper. The past three years have benefited me
immensely. Through my experience on the newspaper, I have learned how to format
informational articles that get a point across. I have had the opportunity to interview
teachers and students, which has allowed me to grasp the concept of communicating with
others. Being a writer has given me a chance to understand the responsibilities that I will
face later in life. I am very grateful for the opportunity to discover new ways to write,
communicate, and take on responsibility. I will definitely apply my newfound knowledge as I
enter high school when I compose many essays and complete assignments that have
deadlines. After being on the newspaper for three years, I think my skills have improved and
I am very thankful.”
Nicholas Barragan, Grade 7: “I joined the newspaper so I can practice
typing at home for something other than homework. That and the fact
that I started getting bored and really bad at typing. Anyway, when I saw
this I thought it would be a great opportunity to get better at typing.
Though I am still bad, I had fun during meetings with other members.”
Michaela Galvez, Grade 7: “I enjoyed the newspaper since I was in 6th
grade. The newspaper talks about our school and the fun activities we had
during the whole year. I loved writing articles as if I were a real newspaper member. It was
a fun thing we did for our school.”
Marai Singleton, Grade 6: “My opinion is, if you have an opportunity to join this
newspaper, you have to join!!!!!! The newspaper is a chance to write about how the school
changes over time. You might have meetings during lunch, but the newspaper is worth it.
Although you have to be responsible and turn in your topics on time, it’s fun to write about
your school events. The parents also like to have information on what their kids do in school.
Most parents love reading our school newspapers because it keeps them informed about
what their children are learning in school. They also like that the whole newspaper is written
by the kids in grades 6th through 8th. I have enjoyed my time on the newspaper committee
and will miss it very much next year. I hope the kids next year will love the committee just as
much as I did!”

Dear Parents and Students,
First and foremost, God bless you for your vocation as
mothers and fathers. You have one of the most important
vocations in the world. There is no need to list the various
responsibilities you have: “Getting involved with their needs
and keeping them moving in the right direction, etc.”
May I ask that you consider making a greater effort in
encouraging mass or service attendance and a stronger effort
in bringing them? They need a good, strong foundation in
their faith formation.
The third commandment states: “Remember to keep holy the Lord’s Day”. So
make the effort. The rewards will be the blessings you will receive in heaven
when you score that final goal, without a penalty.
Continue to pray for me as I remember you in my daily masses and rosaries.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Nick Marro, CS

Summer Birthdays!
May
17
18
21
23

Alyssa Gimenez, Gr. 4
Cecilia Claudio, Gr. 6
Jose Diaz, Gr. 8
Donna Maher, PS

June
2
16
20
22

July

Lexington Zwica, Gr. 3 12 Kaija Alejo, PS
Ahnil Sil, PS
Michaela Galvez, Gr. 7
Elijah Escudero, Gr. 1
Mikel Garza, Gr. 8
Jiyu Shon, Gr. 1
17 Mrs. Dalcamo, Gr. 8
25 Simeon Garland, Gr. 4
31 Devyon May, Gr. 5

I wanted to take a moment to let you know how I feel now that I am leaving my position at Santa Lucia School.
As you know, I will be retiring at the end of this school year. I have been privileged to teach what I believe to
be the finest students, many of whom I am proud to have watched grow into
successful adults. With the friendship and support of top notch faculty, I have
taught at Santa Lucia for 33 of my 37 years of being an educator. I have
immensely enjoyed my time at St. Lucy’s and feel very thankful for the
many fond relationships I have formed here over the years. I taught 25 years
as the third grade teacher and finished up at the fifth grade level. While
being the math teacher for Grades 3-5, I was fortunate to learn from
generous colleagues and witness the development of my students there.
However, all good things must come to an end and it is with a full and
grateful heart I am writing this letter.
Among my fondest memories as a teacher at Santa Lucia I have enjoyed
being the moderator of various school programs: School Newspaper
“Spirit”, Student Council, Knights of the Altar, Bowling League (long time
ago), Kids’ Kabaret Productions, and Math Clubs. I was honored to receive
numerous awards from the Archdiocese as well as Teacher Recognition from
various High Schools, along with the prestigious “Lead with Your Heart”
Award. I enjoyed playing the piano at our masses and leading you in song and
prayer.
Times have not always been easy though. Together, we have weathered some tough
times. No matter the issues at hand, we at St. Lucy’s have always worked as a team to nurture our relationships
with our students and with one another. This camaraderie has been pivotal in our success and our students’
success. For these reasons and for each of you, I will remain thankful and filled with gratitude for my
experiences and time here.
Students,
Accept all challenges to spark your learning experiences. When things get tough, look to see how to
accept it and work with it. Continue your prayers, reception of the sacraments, attend Mass/Services,
and “Have a great day!” Respect yourself and one another with love and kindness.
Parents,
Thank you for your support, guidance, and encouragement you have provided me during my time
working with your children. I always said that we work as a team: you, your child, and me; but YOU are
their first teacher. Continue to show them the way through your example by being a good role model.
Teachers/Staff,
I have enjoyed my tenure here and I appreciate having had the opportunity to work with you. Thank you
for the challenges, the laughs, and the love you have lavishly given. Continue to give your best to our
children. Be the flame that ignites their enthusiasm for learning.
The friendships and associations I made here will remain forever. I wish you, this great Santa Lucia family, a
bright future and thank each one of you once again. It will be a pleasure to be in touch. I won’t give up this
email: mrspiegari@sbcglobal.net
After years of creating many exciting and memorable moments with Santa Lucia, I am bidding adieu to you. As
I move on, I would like to take a moment to remember and cherish our times together. It’s been great interacting
and knowing each one of you. Even though I will miss you all here I am looking forward to this new challenge
and starting a new phase of my life. Keep me in your prayers, as I will always pray for you.
This is not a goodbye, only “hasta luego” or “see you later”.
Remember me,
Mrs. M. Piegari
Teacher

Dear 4th graders,
This year truly was a journey, but in the best way. I think we learned a lot about each
other, and we learned how capable you were in your education. The first half of the year
flew by because we laughed, cried, and overall, had a good time. Like any journey, we had
highs and lows. But I want you to remember those highs. You have grown into great young
men and women. Please know that I truly love and appreciate you all. My summer wish is
that you continue to explore you thirst for knowledge, especially through books, your faith,
family, friends, and keep that sense of adventure.
Best Wishes,
Mr. Brady
Dear Second Grade,

Thank You to all my students

This year went by in the blink of an eye!
I can’t believe it’s already time to say good-bye!

Just want to say thank you to all my
students. It has been an honor and
privilege to be your teacher this year,
We read about the adventures of the Superkids and Golly.
We learned they were just like us, smart, funny, and jolly! especially you 8th graders that are
going on to high school. I have high
expectations that you will do well in
We created a book club and shared our thoughts about
the plot.
whatever you put your mind to.
We ended up liking the books more often than not!
Again thank you and good luck next
year where ever you go.
We learned about communities in Social Studies,
and spent fun times with our 8th Grade Buddies.

We solved difficult problems in math; no they didn’t get
us down!
We tried our very best and put on smiles instead of
frowns!
Our Science experiments were exciting and fun.
We built bridges and boats and tested them when they
were done!
We learned about God and how special you all are.
And this perhaps, was the best and most important lesson
by far!
Have a great summer, relax and have fun!
Read a book, swim at the beach, and get some sun!
I’ll miss you all and hope you’ll remember me,
as you get ready to be the best you can be in Grade 3!
Love,

Miss Christiano

Mr. Chamberlain

To my wonderful Preschool class:
We sure had a fun year! You all have
learned so much this year and I am
very proud of you all you. Enjoy your
summer break and get some rest!! I
look forward to seeing some of you
this summer in our S.E.E.P program,
for those who I do not see, continue to
practice your letters, numbers and
prayers. Go to church with your
families and listen to your parents!!
Have a great summer, thanks for a
great school year!!
Mrs. Shortino

Third Grade,
I love this time of the year when I get to
see how much my students have
changed from the beginning of school
to the end. In the first weeks we are
strangers to each other. You don't
want to work, you still want summer. It
is a long struggle but eventually you
find your spot in the third grade and
we grow. You start to
feel more secure in
this new grade and
you blossom. We
start to work as a
single unit. You have
matured and grown so
much. I am very
proud of each and
every one of you. You
are very talented, funny, and strong
willed. All great character traits. All I
can say is God Bless You and have a
great
summer.
Miss Malabarba

Dear Kindergarten,
I will never forget all the tears, smiles, and
laughs that we’ve had together this year.
You ran to our classroom every day with a smile
and open arms. You got frustrated when we had
to work, instead of play. You moaned every
Monday when we took our pre-spelling tests, but
cheered at the top of your lungs for every Friday
spelling test. You begged for snack at least ten
times a day. You laughed at all my silly jokes
and singing. You didn’t notice any of the math
or reading I snuck into every game. You claimed
you didn’t know how to read, but sounded out
each word I gave you and pointed out every
familiar word you saw around the school. You
taught me how to be a Gummy Bear. You
motivated me just as much as I tried to motivate
you.
I am so proud of all the hard work you’ve done
and how much each of you has grown. I will
never forget you.
Love always,
Miss Rogers

Dear 6th grade,
Well you have finally survived this very
busy and exciting year! I have taught you
everything you need to know for next year
and I expect you all to be successful next
year. I hope that you have a fantastic
summer and I look forward to seeing what
you accomplish in the near future.
Love, Mr. Jenrich

Dear Santa Lucia Students, Mrs. Piegari,
and Miss Sheedy,
Always believe that something wonderful is
about to happen. Stay true to yourself and
put your trust in God. And to my dear
friends, Mrs. Piegari and Miss Sheedy,
never say “good-bye”. Always say, “I’ll see
you later. Thanks for the memories.
Love, Mrs. Moravec

See ya later alligator, After while crocodile…(this is NOT a goodbye!)
Dear wonderful class,
This has been such a fun year, full of wonderful memories! I am going to miss all of you
this summer! I am so proud of how hard you have worked and how
smart you have become! I can’t wait to hear about what a great
summer you all have and all the wonderful things you will go on to
do! (you got that power!) I am always here for you my little friends!
Let me know how your summer goes by emailing me this summer!
dknapp@santaluciaschool.net
Beep Beep! Miss Knapp xoxoxoxox

Dear Pre-School,
I’m so glad I was your teacher and I wanted
you to know I can’t believe the end is here.
I’m sad to see you go. Remember all the fun
things and learning we did. But most of all
remember you’re a very special class to me.
Love, Mrs. Susie

To Everyone,
I will always remember the children l
helped become young adults through
drama, art class, gym class, etc. I am
grateful for meeting many wonderful coworkers. Students of Santa Lucia will
always be in my prayers.
Mrs. H. (Hoffmann)

Dear Fourth and Fifth Grade Classes,
You will meet a lot of people in your life that will give you advice and tell you what’s best for
you. Listen to them but at the end of the day, do only what your heart tells you to. LIFE is
your journey, GOALS are your destination and HARD WORK is your set of wheels. You
will encounter problems which might not have a solution,
but every solution was once a problem. Good habits and
hard work are all it takes to succeed and win. Each one of
you has a bright future ahead of you. Work hard and enjoy
your school days!
If you keep your faith, continue receiving the Sacraments,
reciting the rosary, and saying your prayers; life is less
complicated than it seems. Keep me in your prayers and I
will say prayers for you and your family. Thank you for
working hard.
“Every time you do a good job,
You polish yourself one more time.”
Author Unknown
God bless! Mrs. M. Piegari

Dearest 8th Graders (Dalcamo’s Darlings),
I want to take this time to wish you the very best as you prepare to
enter high school. You know I am a ‘big fan’ of meaningful quotes, so take a minute
to think about each of the following that I have chosen. Many of them I have either
used in a lesson or possibly you saw them on the walls of our classroom.
“Wish it. Dream it. Do it.”
“God gave you talents as a gift; praise God by using your gifts well.”
“You are the author of your own LIFE STORY.”
“Be the change you wish to see in the world.” – Gandhi

If you can be anything; Be Kind!

“Be kind. Work hard. Stay humble. Smile often. Keep honest. Stay loyal. Never stop learning.
Don’t take things for granted. Be thankful always. Love life!
“Remember that God loves you & so do I!”
Much love & congratulations to the Class of 2018,
Mrs. Dalcamo
P.S. To the 6th, 7th, & 8th graders this year: I thoroughly enjoyed being your
teacher. Remember to keep in touch and let me know what you are reading!
I will end with a quote I personalized because I was fortunate to be your teacher
this year:
“This teacher’s goal is simple…it was to help you reach yours!”

The 4-year olds have worked very hard this year to be ready for Kindergarten in the fall. I am very proud
of all you; you worked hard and are ready for the new challenge. I will miss you in my class next year but
look forward to seeing you in the "big school". Continue to work hard and make me proud!
Love, Mrs. Laura
I asked my graduating students what they want to learn in Kindergarten.
Here are their answers:
❖ Esiequiel Alejo wants to learn how to do math and read.
❖ Bess Burke wants to learn about Science.
❖ Marian Catedral wants to learn how to write her last name and read.
❖ Diamond Diaz wants to learn how to read.
❖ Cameron Davis wants to learn how to read and add.
❖ Karthik Gupta wants to learn Math and words.
❖ Skye Morris wants to learn how to do Math.

Kindergarten: We are very busy preparing for our graduation and reviewing everything we need
to know for first grade
.
Grade 1: We are wrapping up their last unit of stories reviewing parts of a story like setting, plot
and characters, reviewing long vowels in phonics, and playing lots of math games while practicing
addition and sub facts and using our famous 10 frames. In Social Studies, we are using maps and
globes to find place like countries and continents, and in Science, we are identifying parts of
flowers and plants. We are doing our daily rosary devotions to Mary, Jesus, the apostles, and
Pentecost.
Grade 2: In Reading, we are finishing up reading about the Super Kids
and their adventures. We have enjoyed getting to know theme, plot, and
characters. We are busy with learning times tables! We have already
learned x 0 x1 x 2 x3 and x4. We like to play math bingo with our
multiplication facts. We are reviewing the mysteries of the rosary and
taking about Mary and praying to her. In Science, we are learning about
the food pyramid and different ways we use and gain energy. Finally, in
Social Studies, we are wrapping up the government unit and learning
about patriotic symbols. Also we are writing about our summer plans and taking our last Spelling
test!

Grade 3: The children did research on famous explorers, as well as reviewing their addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division fats. We are seriously busy creating new stories and
illustrating them to share with each other.

Grade 4: Reading ~ finishing up book reports on Space. They must make a 3D model of the
planet they chose. They also finished their last class novel and created dioramas.
Religion ~ reflecting on the importance of Our Holy Mother Mary, and why we dedicate the
month of May to her. Science ~ learning about density and states of matter.
English ~ after months of Correlation we met our pen pals at St. Jerome’s
on May 25th. We got to know each other deeper and played games/share a
meal.
Finally, after successful Mother’s Day gifts and honoring our moms, we
will create project to honor our father/father figures.
Grade 5: After working so hard all year the class is preparing to take
their final tests to see how much information they have learned.
They were challenged to complete their basic facts tests in less than
three minutes. After their daily decades of the rosary, they are tested to see if they remember the
names and order of the mysteries. They have completed their final chapter book, Narnia. They
look forward to the summer ahead. In Science, they are learning about molecules, states of matter,
and the periodic table.
by Marai Singleton, Grade 6
Grade 6: The 6th graders have a lot going on. They are currently working on finishing projects
on the book called,” Number the Stars”, in Literature. They are also finishing
up there English book, which includes a review of everything we learned this
past year. In math, the 6th graders are working on a project with Geometry.
Grade 7: The 7th graders are taking it back to the Spanish American War in
history. Next they are working on a book called,” Boy in the Striped Pajamas”,
for literature, and reviewing all the work in English for maintenance.
Grade 8: The 8th graders are working on end- of- the- year final tests in
religion, math, and English. In literature the 8th graders are finishing a book
called,” Daniel’s Story” (which is a personal view from the Holocaust).They
are also finishing the Holocaust unit that they’ve been working on for English
and literature grades.

High School:
Role Model/Hero:

UIC College Prep
My dad is a very hard
worker and he is also
very fun to be around.

Accomplishments:

Altar Server
Honor Roll
“Spirit” Staff
Student Council:
President 2017, 2018
Safety Patrol

3 Words
to Describe You:
Future: June 2038

Smart
Funny
Loyal
I see myself with a good
job, possibly in the CIA
or FBI. I will be married
with 3 kids and a big
house.

Memorable Event: :
“My most memorable event was my first day here at St. Lucy’s. I was very
welcomed and treated as if I was part of a family. I made great friends.”
“Thank you for always helping me
when things got too rough for me. I
wish you goodness in high school.”
~ Jose Diaz

“Thanks for being my best friend and
for being there to talk to. Good luck in
high school!”
~ Mikel Garza

“Good-bye, Lydia. Good luck at UIC.
You are a really good singer.”
~ Sonya Yang
“Thank you to all my teachers who have helped me in my nine years at St.
Lucy’s. You have all made a huge difference in my life. Thank you for giving me
the best education! I wish you all the best!”
~ Lydia

High School:

DeLaSalle

Role Model/Hero:

My mom and dad
because they work hard
every day for my sisters
and me.

Accomplishments:

Altar Server
“Spirit” Staff
Safety Patrol

3 Words
to Describe You:
Future: June 2038

Fun
Funny
Kind
I see myself with a good
job, married with a
family and a nice house.

Memorable Event:
“In Science, Mr. Jenrich, was teaching about sight. I am color blind and Mr.
Jenrich was able to find a way to show me what red looks like on the computer.
I saw a rose and it was cool.”
“Thank you for always being helpful
and kind. I hope you do well in high
school.”
~ Mikel Garza

“Good-bye, Jose. I hope you do well at
DeLaSalle.”
~ Sonya Yang

“Jose, good luck at DeLaSalle. I hope
you have a great high school
experience.”
~ Lydia Claudio
“Thank you Mrs. Dalcamo, Mr. Jenrich, and Mr. Chamberlain for always
pushing me hard to do my best.”
~ Jose

High School:

St. Laurence

Role Model/Hero:

My older cousin, Marco,
has a wonderful
personality and he helps
others.

Accomplishments:

Altar Server
Honor Roll
“Spirit” Staff
Student Council Rep:
3rd – 8th Grades
Safety Patrol

3 Words
to Describe You:
Future: June 2038

Leader
Exciting
Alive
I see myself with a wife,
two kids and a sturdy
job, living in a nice
house.

Memorable Event:
“My most memorable day at Santa Lucia was my shadow day. It was the most
memorable because everyone was welcoming, kind, and helpful to me. That’s
when I knew that I wanted to come here.”
“Good-bye, Mikel. Hope you do well
at St. Laurence”
~ Sonya Yang

“Mikel, great job on getting into all
AP and Honors classes at Laurence. I
know you’ll do well, and I hope that
you have a great experience in high
school.”
~ Lydia Claudio

“Mikel Garza, thank you for being my
friend. I hope you do your best work
in high school.”
~ Jose Diaz
“Thank you to all my teachers for putting extra effort into teaching my
classmates and me. You’re the best!”
~ Mikel

High School:

St. Ignatius

Role Model/Hero:

My mom is a very
successful person and I
would like to be like her.

Accomplishments:

Altar Server
Honor Roll
“Spirit” Staff
Student Council:
Secretary 8th Gr.
Rep: 6th, 7th Grades
Safety Patrol
Yearbook

3 Words
to Describe You:
Future: June 2038

Hardworking
Caring
Passionate
I see myself as a
ballerina or a lawyer.

Memorable Event:
“I transferred to Santa Lucia School in the middle of third grade. I remember
my shadow day so well. Everyone in my class treated me so well, and I really
felt at home. After a half day, I decided to join Santa Lucia.”
“Sonya, thank you for being my
“Sonya, you are extremely smart and
classmate. Good luck in high school.”
hardworking. Good luck at Ignatius.”
~ Jose Diaz
~ Lydia Claudio
“Sonya, thanks for helping me with
my homework sometimes. I hope high
school doesn’t hit you too hard.”
~ Mikel Garza
“Thank you for teaching and supporting me through the years. I will carry the
memories of you throughout high school.”
~ Sonya

. . . the students
and teachers at
St. Lucy’s.

. . . the wonderful
principal,
teachers, and staff.

Jose

Mikel

. the
students
. . .. .the
awesome
and teachers
education
I haveat
Lucy’s.the
gottenSt.
through
years at Sonya
St. Lucy’s.
Sonya

I am
with
you
always.

. . . being the most
amazing teachers and
giving me my
education.
Lydia

Awards & Accomplishments
“Maratea Award”: Jose Diáz and Mikel Garza
Santa Lucia “Lucian Award”: Lydia Claudio
Academic Excellence: Sonya Yang
Citizenship Award: Sonya Yang
“Do the Write Thing” Award (Youth Violence Competition):
Lydia Claudio
F.O.R.C.E. Foundation Essay Winners: Lydia Claudio, Jose Diáz,
Mikel Garza, Sonya Yang
Entrepreneurship Program: Lydia Claudio, Jose Diáz, Mikel Garza
11th Ward Boy and Girl of the Year: Mikel Garza, Sonya Yang
Congressman Lipinski All- American Boy and Girl Award Competition:
Lydia Claudio, Jose Diáz

Great NEWS At Our School
11th Ward Boy and Girl of the Year

by Ogbonna Ugwu-Uche, Grade 7

Santa Lucia recently entered a contest for the 11th Ward Boy and Girl of The Year. Teachers chose a boy and a
girl from the 7 and 8 grades. Michaela Galvez and Ogbonna Ugwu-Uche were the candidates for 7th grade.
Sonya Yang and Mikel Garza were the candidates for 8th grade. Each candidate wrote a letter explaining why
they should win. The 7th grade boy candidate, Ogbonna Ugwu-Uche, was able to win runner-up for the 7th
grade Boy of the Year. I think this was a wonderful experience for all the students that participated in this
competition!

Chess Club

by Michaela Galvez, Grade 7

The chess club was an educational program to teach youngsters how to play the game of chess. Chess is a fun
way to learn about using specific strategies for your next move on the board. Chess is a two-player board game
played on a checkered board arranged in an 8X8 grid. Each player uses a different colored set, one black and
one white. The students involved really got into learning to beat their opponents!

Cinco De Mayo

by Marai Singleton, Grade 6

On May 5th, otherwise known as Cinco De Mayo, all the
students at Santa Lucia had a special lunch treat cooked by our
very own Ms. Patty Cazares! The lunch was funded by Kids’
Kabaret, and it was a special treat for the students and teachers.
The treat included rice, two taquitos, and churros. All the kids
(and teachers) thanked Ms. Patty for her devoted time to making
us a delicious lunch, as well as all the work she put into helping
decorate the basement for the Kids’ Kabaret performance back in
April.

Communion

by Nicolas Barragan, Grade 7

This year’s 2nd grade class, along with 2 CCD students, made their Communion this year on Sunday, April 29.
The communicants were Olivia Barragan, Isabella Galvez, German Velarde, Natalia Assenato, Valeria De La
Luz, Mark Suppa, and Luca Moreno. Mr. Larry
Haptas played all the music. Even some siblings of
these students participated as altar servers for the
special Sunday mass. All children had reading parts
and brought up special gifts. It was a very special
day for them because they received Jesus for the
first time. Girls wore white dresses while the boys
wore white gowns over their dress clothes. The
church was decorated with wonderful bulletin
boards and beautiful banners especially made by
each communicant. Father Stipe, along with all the
parishioners of Santa Lucia, got to view these little
Catholics of the future move forward in their faith.

Confirmation

by Alexia Escudero, Grade 7

The sacrament of Confirmation was held on April 18, 2018 at 7:00 P.M. This year’s confirmation was a bit
different than in previous years. This year both 7th and 8th grade students made their confirmation together!
They also wore nametags with their confirmation names on them instead of the usual stoles. It was a very
beautiful and very meaningful ceremony. We even had the privilege of having a different bishop administer the
sacrament than in previous years. I can’t express my feelings enough of how amazing it was and I couldn’t have
imagined it better even if I tried. Congratulations to all who have been confirmed this year! May the Holy Spirit
continue to guide you.

Curriculum Fair

by Alexia Escudero, Grade 7

Thursday, April 26, our annual Curriculum Fair was held, and it was fun. From dioramas to solar systems to
prayers to the Blessed Mother, this year’s Curriculum Fair had something for everyone to enjoy. As usual, the
junior high held the “WORLD’S FAIR” in which each group of children picks a country, researches it, and
makes food/beverages based on said country for the night of Curriculum Fair. It was a fun (and tasty) night for
all!

Do The Write Thing

by Lydia Claudio, Grade 8

On May 8th, 8th grader Lydia Claudio and 7th grader Ogbonna UgwuUche attended a very special awards ceremony and dinner at the
University of Illinois campus in Chicago.
There were many schools at this dinner. Also
in attendance were an opera singer, a jazz
band, and a singer named R.J. Collins. Lydia
was chosen as one of the top 10 finalists. We
are very proud of both Ogbonna and Lydia for
doing such amazing jobs on their essays, as well as all the students who entered this
competition.

Drug Seminar

by Mikel Garza, Grade 8

It has been a tradition at Santa Lucia for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders to walk over to the Italian American Club to
be participants and listeners at a drug seminar. At the annual Drug Seminar, 8th Graders from Santa Lucia
School, James Ward School, Robert Healy Elementary School, and Bridgeport Catholic Academy learn about
ways to handle peer pressure and all the things that we, as teens, may encounter as we head into our high school
years. The different speakers ranged from people who had experience with drug abuse or had stories about drug
abuse. The speakers all made a great influence on all the 8th Graders. The 8th Graders were treated with
Connie’s Pizza as lunch and the seminar ended with a video presentation. We learned a lot of great tips we will
take with us.

Earth Day and What It Means
by Alexia Escudero, Grade 7
Earth Day is one of our greatest days, but do you know
how it started? This day isn’t as old as you might
think. Earth Day only became a holiday in 1970, and
was started by ex-senator Gaylord Nelson. It has only
been around for 48 years! This very meaningful day
came into existence after a massive oil spill in 1969 in
Santa Barbara, California. After surveying the damage,

Nelson had the inspiration to teach about it but focus strictly on educating the public about the environment. In
1990 Earth Day went global. Now every April 22, people all around the world recognize this special day and do
their best to preserve the environment.
At Santa Lucia, students discussed the 3 Rs: reduce, re-use, and recycle. Classes spent time outside cleaning up
the immediate area around the school and planting their very own flowers and trees to take home.

8th Grade End of the Year Events
by Mikel Garza, Grade 8
For the end of the year, the 8th Grade will be going on a couple of
trips. The following are the 8th Grade’s end of the year events: the
entrepreneur presentation trip in downtown Chicago, Sports-a-thon
hosted by the 8th grade, a trip to the Holocaust Museum, a trip to
the ONIAC center for a Drug Awareness Seminar, an 8th Grade trip
to Navy Pier for the annual boat cruise, and an 8th Grade Awards
Dinner. All of these different events are great sendoffs to signify
the 8th graders moving on from Junior High to High School.

Entrepreneur Trip

by Ogbonna Ugwu-Uche, Grade 7

Grades 6 through 8 participated in an entrepreneur project. They worked on a product to show ways to
commercialize. They worked on their marketing plan and their strategy with the aid of Mr. Chamberlain. Those
students traveled to downtown Chicago and presented their product while explaining their strategy. It was a
very good learning experience for all involved!

Field Trips

by Mikel Garza, Grade 8

No more homework! No more books! No more teachers’ silly looks! The end-of-the-year field trips and the
warm weather has everyone excited about summer vacation. On Friday, May 24, most of the building went on
different fields trips to celebrate. The Preschool, Kindergarten, and second grades spent the day at Lincoln Park
Zoo to see the different animals they have there. The 1st and 5th grades went to The Shrine of Christ's Passion
in St. John, Indiana to share in a religious experience. The 7th grade went to North Park Nature Center to do
some water testing. Lastly, the 4th grade walked over to St. Jerome School to meet their pen pals and have a
party with them. The rest of the school spent the day at the park. The weather was super hot, and we all came
back smiling because we enjoyed the day that the Lord made in special ways.

Fire Trailer Visit

by Nick Barragan, Grade 7
On May 8, Mrs. Hoffmann assembled a visit from Chicago Fire
Department so students could get a hands-on experience during a fire.
Fire fighters came to our school to talk about family evacuation plans
and how to best stay safe in case of a fire emergency. Children got to
sit in the trailer, which housed a replica of a small kitchen/apartment.
Then smoke was simulated for the students to practice staying low to
the ground to get out quickly and safely. Of course, the smoke wasn’t
really smoke, it was “Hollywood smoke” which smelled strangely of
maple syrup. We thank the CFD for spending a morning with all of
us at Santa Lucia School.

Fishing Trip

by Michaela Galvez, Grade 7

Grades 3 through 8 traveled to McGuane Park to go fishing. Marai said it was “totally awesome and they
enjoyed the beautiful scenery.” The fishing trip really was a fun and beautiful journey. Sonya Yang even caught
a fish. All grades learned how to fish properly and what bait we should use. Although the girls didn’t want to
use worms for bait. A big THANK YOU to Mrs. H. for arranging this cool field trip!

Holocaust Trip

by Lydia Claudio, Grade 8

On Friday, May 11th, the 8th grade took a trip to the Holocaust Museum. Having just finished reading a book
Daniel’s Story which was a first-hand account of the Holocaust, the trip to Skokie, Illinois was perfectly timed.
The museum had many artifacts from the Holocaust. In the museum there was an interesting holograph who
was named Sam. Sam told his story and was interactive; we could also ask questions of the holograph. It was a
deeper look for us students, at the tragic events of this time in history. But it was very moving as well. Thank
you to Mrs. Garza for driving us there.

Pen Pal Program

by Mr. Brady, Grade 4

This year, the 4th grade had a writing unit titled “How to Write a Letter and Address an Envelope”. Mr. Brady
contacted the teacher at St. Jerome. He hoped the 2 grades could then begin a pen pal program. Since
February, at least twice a month, the students corresponded through letters with one another. They shared
information about themselves, and then asked questions to get to know their buddies better. The children from
both schools got excited and really had fun with it. For speedy quick delivery, the teachers from each school
dropped the letters off for each class as the 2 schools are in such close proximity. Finally, on May 25th, the 4th
graders walked over to St. Jerome’s to share lunch, play games, and get to know each other deeper. Here is to
new friends!

Santa Lucia May Crowning

by Ogbonna Ugwu-Uche, Grade 7
On May 18, 2018, the 8th grade class participated in the 2018
Crowning of Mary. Lydia Claudio was the given the honor to
crown Mary. The children who made their First Holy Communion
were part of the Marian Court. The rosary was led by the students
and the whole ceremony was beautiful. We need to show our
appreciation to our mother, Mary, more often.

SANTA MARIA INCORONATA; MAY CROWNING

by Lydia Claudio, Grade 8

Every year during the month of May, Santa Lucia and Saint Therese Catholic Church both hold a May
crowning ceremony. During this ceremony, a young woman crowns the Blessed Mother. This symbolizes Mary
becoming queen of both heaven and earth. At St. Therese, a special tradition is for one special young woman to
crown Mary and her baby Jesus, with 2 golden crowns. Being a witness, as well as a part of the ceremony, I had
the privilege to see this beautiful ceremony. The “queen” was to be given a flower to put in baby Jesus’ hand,
and two beautiful gold crowns to place on the baby and His mother. It was truly a beautiful ceremony and I am
honored to have taken part in it.

Sports-a-Thon

by Jose Diáz, Grade 8

Every year 8th grade hosts the Sports-a-thon for the school. This year the 7th grade helped us do the Sports-athon. For the sports-a-thon this year we had 5 stations. The 1st station was dancing, the 2nd was basketball, the
3rd station was jumping, the 4th was soccer and hockey, and the last station was baseball and football. The
sports-a-thon was very fun.

Stock Market

by Lydia Claudio, Grade 8

During our last and final year as students of Santa Lucia School, the 8th grade class takes part in a stock market
program. During this program, two people come and teach us about the importance of stocks and the value it
holds in our country. In case you didn’t know, a stock is a share of a company in which people buy and sell
throughout time and receive money hard off of the company’s financial state. We were put into groups, and
each group chose one company to invest in for the remainder of the year. Whichever group has a company
whose profits was exceedingly well, wins a certain amount of money. The money is given to the students to
share and each of us can spend it or save or as we please!

The Summer Educational Enrichment Program

by Michaela Galvez, Grade 7

This is a program which is like school except more fun and exciting! The summer program, also known as
S.E.E.P., is full of amazing projects, trips, and experiments. A favorite experiment from last year was making
snow. Yep- SNOW! They used baking soda, shaving cream, and other materials. Crazy, right? The teachers
who work the summer program collectively decide on a theme for the summer time classes. Kids from all
around attend each year and also go on weekly field trips and day trips to the park and sprinkler! What a great
way to spend summer safely!

Walk-a-Thon

by Nicholas Barragan, Grade 7

The Walk-a-Thon was created to let students have fun while participating in a fundraiser. It's not only for the
school but the families too. Due to the weather, we could not go to the park like we usually do. Instead of the
park, we walked in circles in Maratea Hall. Then we got to have free time to do other games and activities
before heading back to classes. Everyone had a fantastic time, although it would have been nicer if the weather
had cooperated!

White Sox Field Trip

by Jose Diáz, Grade 8

On a beautiful, sunny, and warm Thursday, May 24, grades 3-8 walked down to the ball park to see the White
Sox play the Baltimore Orioles. What made this trip more than just a ball game was the fact that we all got to
meet Tom Skilling, a television weather reporter for WGN news. Mr. Skilling taught us all about the weather! It
was so cool because he even talked about the weather bug and all the satellites used to predict and track
weather. And guess what? Our school actually has a weather bug on the roof! Even though I am a die-hard
Cubs fan, I was sad that the Sox lost to the Orioles 9-3. But the weather was great and so was the time spent
with my classmates and teachers.

Wyoming Trip

by Jose Diáz, Grade 8

Every year a group of students get picked to go on a trip to Wyoming from Big Shoulders. It is a trip that focus
on our science studies throughout the year. Mr. Jenrich will be the teacher chaperone joining the students this
summer. To be considered, you must have good grades and be a good student. This year the kids chosen were:
Nicholas Barragan, Ogbonna Ugwu-Uche, Michaela Galvez, Alexia Escudero, and Kamari Green. I know they
are going to have lots of fun and enjoy themselves because I was chosen last year and had a blast!
Dr. Seuss Day

Isabella Galvez, Olivia Barragan, Herman Velarde, and
Natalia Assenato enjoying a beautiful day at the zoo!

1st and 5th Grades at the Shrine
with the Millennium Blessed Mary

Q. How excited was the
gardener about spring?
A. So excited he wet his
plants.
Q. Does February like
March?
A. No, but April May
Q. When do monkeys fall from the sky?
A. During APE-ril showers
Q. What season is it best to go on a trampoline?
A. Spring time
Q. What do you call a rabbit with flees?
A. Bugs Bunny
Q. What goes up when the rain goes down?
A. Umbrellas
Q. What month of the year is the shortest?
A. May (only 3 letters)
Q. Name a bow that can’t be tied.
A. A rainbow
Q. What’s Irish and comes out in Spring?
A. Paddy O’Furniture
Q. Where will you be in two years?
A. I don’t know. I don’t have 2020 vision.
Q. Why did Cinderella get kicked off the baseball
team?
A. She always ran away from the ball.
Q. Why was the bee mad?
A. You’d be mad too if someone stole your honey
and nectar.
Q. Why is the letter A like a flower?
A. A bee (B) comes after it!
Q: Can February March?
A: No, but April May!
Q: Why are frogs so happy?
A: They eat whatever bugs them.
Q: What flowers grow on faces?
A: Tulips (Two-lips)!

Q: What does the sun drink out of?
A: Sunglasses
Q. What did the ocean say to the sailboat?
A. Nothing, it just waved!
Q. Why did the man “love” his BBQ?
A. Because it was the grill of his dreams.
Q. When do you GO at red and STOP at green?
A. When you’re eating watermelon.
Q. What holds up the sun in the sky?
A. Sunbeams.
Q. What do you call a fish with no eyes?
A. A fsh.
Q. What did one tide pool say to the other tide pool?
A. Show me your mussels.
Q. Why don’t oysters share their pearls?
A. Because they are shellfish!

